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SPRING MIGRATION 1997 

LOONS AND GREBES 

There were no rarities. The RED-THROATED LOON was seen off Kingsport on 
April 6 and May 3 and off Pt. George on Apr. 11 (RBS); 2 were seen at Conrad's 
Beach on May 10 (BLM). The COMMON LOON loves the many lakes of this province. 
BLM saw 30, about half in full breeding plumage on Apr. 6 in St. Margaret's Bay (I 
wonder if one was the bird that is so well known to travellers of Route 103 - the one 
that nests right beside the road at the N.S. Power station?). There were 12 seen in 
Mahone Bay (BDS,PLM) on Apr. 7 and another 7 ( I or 2 all winter) at Mader's Cove 
(JBM). Although Murphy L was still frozen on Apr. 23 - we had a cold spring -· Miriam 
Tams heard two loons calling overhead in the night (that call, heard in the early 
morning, still raises the hair on the back of my neck). As the ice slowly released its 
grip the move to the lakes to breed proceeded slowly all over the province through May. 
On the 5th of May CSM, TMM report "11 lakes in CB County produced 7 Loons". RBS 
saw 10 off Brier Is. on May 10. 

We have a good selection of reports of the PIED-BILLED GREBE. The first, by 
RBS, BLM and 1AM notes that one seen on Apr. 21 and 23 wintered in Sullivan's Pond in 
Dartmouth. One was seen on the Apple R., Kings Co. on Apr. 7, and again on May 1 by 
KFS, one by FAS at Economy on Apr. I 7, 18, one at Tatamagouche on Apr. 19 
(CGB,KJM), one at Lakelands, Cumb. Co., and 4 at the Amherst Pt. Sanctuary on April 25 
(JRM,MSM), lm on May 2 on the small lake at Wallace Bay (PRE), and 1 on May 10 at 
Tiddville Beach (RBS). The HORNED-GREBE disappears from our province early, heading 
for its northern breeding territories. It was seen once on Mar. 14 at Mader's Cove 
(JBM) and one on May 2 by RSD "with the golden 'tufts' clearly visible". The RED
NECKED GREBE behaves like the Horned. Six were seen on Apr. 6 off Queensland 
Beach, Hfx. Co. (BDS,PLM), 3 on May 10 at Martinique Beach in Guys. Co. (BLM), 3 at 
Cherry Hill Beach, Lun. Co. on May 10 (SJF), and 4 off Digby on May 19 "in full 
Plumage" (ELM,IAM). 

FWD, ed. 

FULMARS TO CORMORANTS 

Our NORTHERN FULMAR can reliably be seen in winter on the fishing banks south 
of N.S. DEF counted 150 on Banquereau Bank, Apr. 1-26 and RSD estimated 1000 on 
Georges on May 12 which had not left for their breeding colonies in northern waters. 
The tubenoses which breed on islands in the southern oceans and 'winter' in our waters 

· in summer have _just begun to appear, more or less on schedule. A GREATER 
SHEARWATER was spotted on May 16 between Seal Is. and Cape Sable Is. (N.S. 
Birdline). RSD saw no Greaters, but did spot a SOOTY on Georges Bank on May S and 
he says that a week later they were still not numerous. JCZ watched a Sooty off Bon 
Portage on May 18 feeding with a flock of Common Terns. The only MANX 
SHEARWATER was seen on May 11 at Gull Rock, Brier Is. (CAH). It would be nice to 
think it was prospecting for a nesting site. The first 'wintering' WILSON'S STORM
PETREL was on Georges Bank on May 13 (RSD). LEACH'S STORM-PETRELS were back 
on Bon Portage by Apr. 26 in the usual extraordinary numbers, an estimated 30,000 to 
50,000 pairs (JCZ). RSD saw a single Leach's on May 13 on Georges Bank. 

The NORTHERN GANNET migration was unevenly documented. A single bird was on 
Brown's Bank on Mar. 19 (RSD). An adult visited 'downtown Petite Riviere" on Mar. 28 
(JLC). Two were off Glace Bay on Mar. 29 and 3 off Chebucto Hd. on Mar. 31 (N.S. 
Birdline). From Apr. 1-26 at least 200 adults were seen off and on on Banquereau Bank 
(DEF) and by mid-May there were dozens on Georges (RSD). Singles and groups of up 
to 12 were seen off Bon Portage May 10-20, all flying west, presenting the usual 
anomaly (JCZ). On May 17 after a strong SW gale forty or mono, mostly adults, were in 
Green Bay and similar numbers were seen elsewhere along the coast (JSC). 

GREAT CORMORANTS are residents in winter in small numbers and so the single 
bird seen on Feb. 28 in Mahone Bay was probably an overwintering bird (JBM). By Mar. 
28, however, there were 15 birds in breeding plumage at their colony at Crystal Cliffs, 
"just starting to bring in seaweed for nests" (MAG,AGM,RFL). Elsewhere, l was at the 
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Plctou Causeway on Apr. 6 (KJM); 9 were flying past Caribou Pt. on Apr. 8 (CGB); and 
20 were at Seal Is. on Apr. 9 (WAM,JAC). Out on Banquereau Bank from Apr. 1-7 an 
apparent storm-driven bird rested aboard a fishing vessel and fed nearby (DEF). 

The migration of the DOUBLE-CRESTED CORMORANT was well documented. The 
first sighting was at the Pictou Causeway, 3 on Mar. 28, increasing to 80 by Apr. 7 
(KJM,CGB et al.). A singleton was at Advocate Hbr. on Apr. 9 (MSM); 2 adults, 
displaying their crests, were at the Canning aboiteau on the Habitant River on Apr. 10 
(JWW); FLS reported the first sighting for Economy on Apr. 11, late for this area, but 
they had increased to 80 by May l. On Apr. 11, 160 were counted flying over Pomquet 
(RFL). KAT and WAT report that the nesting colony off Taylor Hd. seems to have been 
abandoned this year and numbers continue to decline from Ship Hbr. to Tangier. 

SJF, ed. 

HERONS AND RELATIVES 

An Am. BITTERN at Advocate Hbr. Apr. 18 (JRM) was only a day later than the 
average arrival date in Tufts. Twelve others were noted from late April through May in 
localities from Cape Breton to the Southwestern Shore. A GREAT BLUE HERON Mar. 20 
at Advocate Hbr. (MSM) was presumably an early migrant. The next were two near 
Prospect, Hfx. Co., Mar. 29 (BDS,PML) and two next day In Pie. Co. (KJM). Then, of 
course, they were everywhere ( 18 reports), including Cape Breton by Apr. 6 (JAC). On 
May 29, two late yearlings, sensibly unhurried, drifted in from the southwest to land on 
rocks off West Light, Brier Is. (ELM,IAM). Five GREAT EGRETS were more than usual. 
The first was at Whynot's Cove, Lun. Co., Apr. 17 (AZV), the next at Aylesford, Kings 
Co., Apr. 24 (RBS et al.) had apparently been there a few days. Other individuals 
appeared at Cole Hbr., May 3-6 (birdline), and lingered to month's end on Cape Sable 
Is. from May 9 (JON et al.) and on Caribou Is., Pie. Co., from May 10 (KJM et al.). 

On Cape Sable Is., a SNOWY EGRET was at Centreville Apr. 23-24, and a 
presumably different one at Dan'ls Head May 23-31 (JCZ et al.). Others were at 
Lockeport May 6-7 (DJC), near Grafton, Kings Co. (BBT) and at Matthews L., both on 
May 15, on Bon Portage Is. May 19 (JCZ), and at Port Morien from May 20 (CMU). A 
TRICOLORED HERON 24-31 May on Cape Sable Is. (sev. ob.) was the only one reported 
this spring. A CATTLE EGRET was near Charlesville, Shel. Co., May 4-9 (fide MUN), 
and another at Sandy Cove on Digby Neck, May 23 (RBS). Individual GREEN HERONS 
were at Charlesvllle, May 21 (JKD) and at Chezzetcook, May 27 (birdline). Two ad. 
BLACK-CROWNED NIGHT-HERONS on Seal Is. May 8-10 (FLL,IAM) may have been 
preparing to nest there again this year. One appeared on Bon Portage Is. May 9 and 
there were four there by month's end (JCZ). The usual few were on Cape Sable Is. at 
the same time (sev. ob.). A GLOSSY IBIS at Dinkin May 9 then at Grace Bay May 19-
27 (CMU) was the only one reported this spring. 

--IAM, ed. 
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GEESE AND DUCKS 

First off, let me thank those reporters who went the extra mile and provided their 
estimates of numbers and locations of the more common species. It seems to me this 
report is better balanced thanks to their efforts. Those who do this sort of reporting do 
it because they enjoy doing it, but it's surprising to learn how often a struggling student 
will turn first to these Newsletters in their efforts to grasp the changing patterns of the 
bird's Natural Histories here and elsewhere. 

There is one report this quarter of a CANADA GOOSE/DOMESTIC HYBRID. It 
comes from Canning In the Habitant R., Kings Co., where JWW saw "a presumed 
Canada/brown & white domestic mix, with Canadas": the bird was seen a second time by 
RBS on Apr. 5 at Wellington dyke. 

The SNOW GOOSE was first seen on Mar. 31: I at Conrad's Beach with Canadas 
(RBS). A yearling was seen on Apr. 5, 10 at Canning Aboiteau (JWW,RBS). Further 
sightings include I on Apr. 25 at Pembroke in Yar. Co., (RSD), a flock of 34 from April 
29 to May 11 at Five Islands-Economy (FLS), 38 (the same flock?) on May 7-9 at 
Advocate (MOK,JCT), and a single bird with Canadas at Canning on May 10 (JCT). The 
BRANT was reported in goodly numbers. There were 100 on Apr. 12-14 at Freeport, 
Dig. Co., and 200 at Brier Is. (ELM,IAM). Two birds were seen at Waterside Prov. Park 
on Apr. 13 (CGB); there were 4 seen on Apr. 15 at Little Harbour, Shel. Co. "numbers 
down each year from a high of 355- 5 years ago" (DHY). 60 were seen at Northport by 
KJM,CGB,STV on May 3. The latest reports were of one at the Saltwater Pond, Bon 
Portage Is. on May 9 (JCZ) and one at Brier Is. on May 10 (RSB). 

The CANADA GOOSE was well reported. About 40 birds wintered in Prospect Bay 
("very seldom frozen out".BDS). A flock of 160 was at Llngan Bay (TMM,CSM) on Mar. 
4; 180 were seen S of Canning (JWW) on Mar. 8. On Mar. 10 "hundreds" were observed 
by DIM at Bissett Rd., Eastern Passage, Hfx. Co. The reports continue regularly up to 
the end of May from all over the province. Of particular note were " ·,a small flock" 
over central Halifax on Mar. 23 by PLC ("I was awakened at 5 a.m. by the sound of 
geese honking as they flew over my home"), 1500 at Lower Canard, 2000 on the Habitant 
R. - new arrivals - on Mar. 29 and : "Spring, mostly April: 5000 at Canning, Minas 
Basin, Kings Co. - largest flocks ever seen In the area" (Merritt Gibson., JWW). On 
April 10 JWW sighted a banded goose at Canning Aboiteau. Subsequent enquiries led to a 
letter from Randy Milton of the N.B. Dept. of Natural Resources & Energy, that the bird 
had been banded on the St. John R. at Lower Jemseg on April 21/93. On May IO JCZ 
reported "4-6 at Bon Portage Is.; nest with eggs at Flag Pond May 22". On May 27 
KAT, WAT reported 2P at River L: "Never saw them on the lake before" 

The first WOOD DUCK reports were of one on Sullivan's Pond, Dartmouth and a 
second at the head of Bedford Basin, both by RBS on Mar. 21. On Apr. 12 Nellie 
Snyder had 2 pairs "in my pond" (lucky lady!) near Crousetown, Lun. Co., and Harold 
Forsyth saw 2m "In a small pond" at Greenwich (JWW). Im and 2m were observed by 
JRM,MSM in the Advocate and Cap d"Or area April 18, 22. PRE saw 2m at Wallace Bay 
on May 10, and on May 19 BLF had I adult m in the canal out of Black L. 

On Mar. 3 and 23 CGB,KJM and AGN saw 6 and 5 GREEN-WINGED TEAL at 
MacLellan's Marsh. There were 6 at Pinkney's Pt., Yar. Co. (JKD) on Apr. 4; 5 & IO on 
Apr. 2, 10 at Economy (FLS); 22 at NSPC Trenton, 9 at MacLellan Marsh and 4 at Big 
Is. on Apr. 6 (KJM). The reports continue into May; notable are 50+ at New Minas 
Sanctuary Park on Apr. 18 (RBS) and 100, 150 on Apr. 20, 27 at Big Is. Pie. Co. 
(CGB,STV, Jeannie McGee), 60+ at the Amherst Pt. Sanctuary on Apr. 25 (MSM,JRM). 
CSM, TMM report "more in Cape Breton than we have seen in 20 years; 15 in one spot: 
Reserve Mines (no date)". 

RFL notes (in a report that should have been in the last Newsletter) 80 BLACK 
DUCK in Pomquet Hbr. on January 26. Similarly DIM reports "winter months: 40, mature 
birds at Little Salmon R., Crane Hill Rd., Hfx. Co.". KAT says "March: 2 (M&F) at 
River L., Mooseland ••• appear to be nesting April I I; Ice not off lake yet" - typical 
behaviour for these hardy marltlmers. JRM reports "for the March 19 - April 12 period -
200 remained on the mud flats; they slowly decreased In count and now & then I see a 
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few along brooks •.• I suppose nesting". There were 40+ "in grain field on Belcher St., 
Port Williams" (BBT). On Apr. 16 PRE reported lp "at small lake, Wallace Bay, mostly 
ice"; they were still there May 8. A pair with 12y were seen at Green Bay by JSC on 
Apr. 30 ("one bird more than in 96"). JCZ reports 12 at Bob Portage Is. on May 9: "two 
are regulars at Saddleback, 8 at Salt Pond, 2 at Flag Pond". A MALLARD/BLACK DUCK 
CROSS was reported by PRE at the small lake at Wallace Bay: "May 2: lm curly tail, 
slightly green head, with mallard". There were few reports of MALLARDs this time. 20 
("more than usual in this area") were at NSPC Trenton on March 15 (KJM,CGB,AGM). 
2m, 3f flew "over Apple R., Cumb. Co., on April 7" (KFS); lp was nesting at Pubnico on 
Apr. 28 (RSD) and on May 8 PRE saw a pair at the small lake at Wallace Bay. 

KJM reported the first NORTHERN PINTAIL on March 15 at NSPC Trenton. SJF 
reports 8 at Cherry Hill, Lun. Co. ("seldom seen here ... relatively common this spring"). 
By Mar. 23 there was a pair at NSPC Trenton (CGB,KJM,AGM). A single bird was at 
Conrad's Beach on Mar. 31 (RBS). Cumb. Co. had a series of reports in April: Apr. 11, 
6m, 2f at Canning Aboiteau; Apr. 16, 2m, lf "in a melt pond in com stubble SW of 
Sheffield Mills"; Im at S. Hampton on Apr. 25 (JWW). KFS reported a m&f "crossing 
road near R. Hebert" on May 6. The first BLUE-WINGED TEAL was reported on Mar. 28 
by BLM at C. Sable Is. There were 4 at Brier Is. on April 12-14 (ELM,IAM). A single 
m was at the Middle R. dyke on Apr. 16 (KJM,CGB,STV); on Apr. 16, 22, 26 DHY saw 1, 
6, & 6 at Matthew's L. There were 3m, lf at the Amherst Pt. Sanct. on Apr. 25 
(JRM,MSM). PRE saw a pair at the small lake at Wallace Bay on May l; on May 2,3 
JCT saw lm at Canard. On NAM Count Day May 10, JCT & party saw 17 in Canning. 

There were only 2 reports of NORTHERN SHOVELLER this quarter. The first was 
Apr. 18 at the New Minas sewage plant (RBS) and the last a May 3 sighting by KJM, 
CGB & STV at Cape John, Pie. Co. The GADWALL was first reported on Mar. 11: 2 at 
Sullivan's Pond, Dartmouth (did they winter there?). lm, 3f were seen at NSPC Trenton 
on Mar. 22, 23 (KJM,CGB,RFL,AGM); on Apr. 6 there were Im, If at Boutilier's Pt. Hfx. 
Co. (BDS,PLM). The last report is on May 10 from Grand Pre, where 2 were seen by 
BBT, JET & JCT. 

There were a good number of EURASIAN WIGEON seen this spring. Im, 1f were 
seenon Mar. 21 at Sullivan's Pond, Dartmouth by RBS. JCZ reports Im, lf on Mar. 29 
"with a flock of Blacks" at Whitehall, Cumb. Co. On Apr. 27 GWT, JCT saw lm at 
Canard Poultry Rd. The entire Dalhousie U. Ornithology class saw lm on a pond at 
McNab's Is. "with a pair of American (Wigeon)" (Cindy Stacier). The last report is in 
early May by RBS at (?) Canal Pond. The AMERICAN WIGEON was also well reported. 
The first were seen on Mar. 20 at Cherry Hill (2) and Crescent Beach (1), Lun. Co. by 
SJF ("uncommon in these locations"). On Mar. 28 there were Im, lf at Advocate Hbr. 
"in the tide, drifting together" (JRM,MSM). On Apr. 4 2 were seen at Pinkney's Pt. 
Yar. Co.(JKD), on Apr. 10 12 at NSPC Trenton (COB) and 8 at Habitant R. Yar. Co. 
(JWW). On Apr. 16 2m, 2f were seen at the dyke in the Apple R. (KFS) and 4m, 3f "in a 
melt pond in com stubble SW of Sheffield Mills" (a productive melt pond: why are they 
so ... ducks always congregate at them?) All the rest of the reports for this species are 
from Cumb. Co., except the last being of lm at the New Minas sewage ponds on May 
23. 

Now come two "very special" species. AJE (Tony Erskine) has submitted a complete 
and detailed Rare Bird Report for a sighting of a single m CANVASBACK at the La 
Planche R., Amherst - S0m S of the Trans Canada Hwy - on Mar. 31. There was a 
strong wind (we will remember for some time to come the persistence of that wind all 
through the month of April). The bird was seen by several individuals. the descrlption 
is definitive: "nearly white back, dark breast, head intermediate in shade with a 
suggestion of brown (it was an overcast day), ... long, sloping forehead in line with bill
top ••. as big as Black Ducks S0m downstream, diving in river." 

The second of the rarities, although seen more often, was not well reported at all. 
The TUFTED DUCK is a European species only easily distinguished from the indigenous 
Ring-Necked Duck, in good light and only then when it chooses to display the long "tuft" 
at the back of the head. We have four separate reports, the most complete rather 
sketchy at best. The first comes from CSM with no confirming details, of Im seen in 
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Glace Bay Hbr. on Mar. 4; it would have been rejected as improbable except for the 
next report by CGB,KJM of Im at NSPC Trenton: "very noticeable tuft, no grey like the 
200 Gr Scaup it was with". BLM gives no details for a sighting of Im, 2f at Eel 

Brook, Yar. Co. on Mar. 28; ELM, 1AM recorded "a rather amorous pair" at Tlddville 
Pond, Digby Neck on Apr. 14. I can think of at least two Old Pros that would scoff at 
ALL these reports and reject them out of hand; they are both gone now, so I couldn't 
consult them. 

The return of the RING-NECKED DUCK (one of our contributors called it a Ring
Billed, as it is often known locally) to the ponds and lakes is one of the clearest 
harbingers of spring. They usually get there the instant there is some open water on 
their pond of choice, which they grace with their quiet beauty. This year the first 

.report is of 3m on Mar. 3 at Vogler's Cove, Lun. Co. ("very bright":SJF). Nellie Snyder 
reported the next, in the Petite. R. near Crousetown, Lun. Co., on Mar. 25. KJM found 
Im at the Caribou R. on Mar. 30. On Apr. 16, 25 were seen at the Middle R. dyke, 
Kings Co. (KJM,CGB,STV); there were 40+ In the Parrsboro-Amherst area on Apr. 25 
(MSM,JRM). The last report, on May IO is of Sm, 2f on Canard Poultry Rd., Kings Co. 
(KFS). The GREATER SCAUP was first reported at Glace Bay (CSM) on Mar. 4, where 
there were 14. 22 were seen at Captain's Pond, Pomquet on Mar. 30 (RFL,MAG). A 
large flock (or flocks) were reported from Yarmouth Co.; 350 at the mouth of the 
Barrington R. on March 28 (BLM) and 250+ at Argyle Sound on the 30th (JKD). 
"Thousands" were seen at Middle R., Pie. Co. on Apr. 9 (COB). There were SO at Bisset 
L. Cole Hbr., Hfx. Co. on May IO (BLM) and another 50 at Betsy Park, Lyon's Brook on 
May 17 (KJM,STV,JUM). A pair was seen by KJM at Middle R. dyke, Pie. Co. on May 
27. The LESSER SCAUP, not as common in N.S., has reports from Mar. 9 (9 at NSPC 
Trenton by KJM, COB) to May IO ( I at Bisset L. Hfx. Co. by BLM). Other reports 
Include a pair at Canning Aboiteau on Apr. 5 and Im at Port Williams sewage ponds on 
Apr. 21 (JWW). 

The COMMON EIDER, although very common in N.S., wasn't reported often. They 
were presumably breeding on the offshore Islands, and only to be seen by the most 
adventuresome. There were 80+ at Argyle Sound on Mar. 30 - and on the same day -50 
in Pubnico Hbr. (JKD); on Apr. 22 -500 were seen at Hemeon's Head (DHY). 6m, 2f 
were reported at Taylor Head, Hfx. Co. by KAT, WAT ("Normally ••• hundreds this time of 
year .•• decreaslng every year"). Not a nice thing to hear (but they don't seem to be 
decreasing In Green Bay, Lun. Co., at least not to this Editor - see Black Scoter). 
There were no reports of the King Elder, nor of the Harlequin Duck. 

The OLDSQUAW was seen fairly regularly. On Mar. 4 there were IO at Glace Bay 
Hbr. (CSM). There were 7 at Apple R., Cumb. Co. on March 10 (KFS), and on Mar. 23 
two were seen at Caribou Is. (CGB,KJM,AGM). On Mar. 30 30+ were seen by JKD In 
Argyle Sound, and 30 at .Port Medway, Lun. Co., seen on Apr. 6 by BDS,PML. The last 
report for the quarter Is of 10 on May 12 at Pomquet Beach (Delorey end) by RFL. 

The BLACK SCOTER was well reported in this quarter. Fourteen were seen at c. 
Sable Is. and 18 at Baccaro Pt., Yar. Co. on Mar. 28 by BLM. 30-40 were in Green 
bay, Lun. Co. on Mar. 30 (JLC,JSC) and 20+ off Kingsport at high tide on Apr. 6 (RBS). 
1AM writes for Apr. 6: "1500 Scoters, mostly this species, vocallzing ••• off 3-Fathom Hbr. 
- lovely piping, whistling calls". Notable later reports are of 250 In Green Bay on Apr. 
26 ("The few before have grown to ••• approx. 250 today": JCS). [The flock had If 
anything grown to twice that size by May 17 when Green Bay was Invaded by bait fish -
probably smelt or young herring - and it was a teeming mass of bird life, Including large 
flocks of all three scoters, Eiders, cormorants, gulls, and 50+ mature Gannets, diving and 
plunging in the sunlight In strong southeasterly winds: a wonderful sight, and one of the 
very few occasions when numbers of Gannets have entered this bay - Ed]. The last 
report is of 40+ off Kingsport at high tide on May 18 (RBS). The SURF SCOTER was 
not reported that often. An Im was at Middle R., Pie. Co. on Apr. 9 (COB); JRM & 
MSM report Im at the dyke at Advocate on Apr. 24,26 and May 7,10. Six were seen 
off Kingsport on May 3 during the BNS Field Trip (JCT), 27 at Big Is. on May 4 
(KJM,CGB) and 100 (KJM,STV) on May 12; 8 were seen by BLM at Brier Is. on May 25. 
The WHITE-WINGED SCOTER begins with a report from the previous quarter: one bird 
spent late Dec. 96 and January 97 off Pomquet Beach (RFL). The first new report ls on 
Mar. I of 2m, If off Margaretsville, Anna. Co. by PLC. On Mar. 21, 3m were seen at 
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Spenser's Is. Cumb. Co. (JRM,MSM) and on May 5 at Evangeline Beach 4+ were reported 
by JET,BBT. The last report is of 70 at Conrad's Beach on May 10 (BLM). 

Another late report from last quarter leads off the COMMON GOLDENEYE 
sightings: RFL reports 30 at Pomquet Hbr. on Jan. 26. JRM reports a single M. at 
Advocate on Mar. 11, 21, 24 and Apr. 5 and 26. Fifteen were seen on Apr. 2 in Sydney 
H?r. (CSM,T~M), There w~~e 12 at Big Is. on Apr. 20 (KJM, CGB, STV), "hundreds" at 
M~ddle R., Pie. Co., (CGB), hundreds flying into the area upstream from the dyke of the 
Middle R., P_ic. Co., j~st at ~usk''. (KJM,CGB) and 27 on May 4 at the Middle R. dyke 
(CGB). Is 1t true this species m the season is mostly confined to Kings Co.? One 
BARROW'S_ GO_LDENEYE was seen at Bedford Basin on Mar. 23 (BLM) and one on the 
same d?Y 1? P1ct~u Hbr. at Abercrombie "in a loose flock of. .• Commons; c were doing 
courtship displays (CGB, KJM, AGM). Another single bird was observed on Apr. 9 at 
Middle R. dyke, Pie. Co. (CGB). 

The BUFFLEHEAD was first observed on Mar. 4: 4 in Glace Bay Hbr. (CSM). 
There was a pair in Advocate Hbr. on Mar. 6 (JRM,MSM). The next reports are on 
Mar. 20, of 36 at Parrsboro Hbr. (JCZ,JOW) and Mar. 28: 15 at Prospect Bay, Hfx. Co. 
(BDS,PML) and 6 at Pleasant L. on Mar. 28, 32 on Mar. 30 on the Petite R. estuary, 
Lun. Co. (JLC,JSC). The reports, of small numbers of individuals, continue from the 
southern counties; the last is of 8 at Wallace Bay Bird Sanct. on May 3 (KJM,CGB,STV). 

The HOODED MERGANSER was again well documented. The first report comes 
from KJM, CGB on Mar. 9: 2f at Trenton Gut and lf at Pictou Camping. Two pairs bred 
in mid-March at Back Hbr., Lockeport (Noah Snow to DJC). CGB, KJM and AGM report 
lm, 2f ("very nice looks!") at Trenton Gut and another pair at Green's Pt. on Mar. 23. 
On Mar. 25 NES reports 8 at Petite Riviere, and JBM found 4 on Apr. 5 and 1 pair on 
Apr. 7 in Mahone Bay. On Apr. 5 JCZ found 10 in "a small pond •.. in Tantallon, Hfx. 
Co.". On Apr 16 Ian Jensen and Andy Davis reported to JWW a pair in the Gaspereau 
R. at White Rock. PRE reports a pair on Apr. 25 (lake half ice) and a displaying m, 
both at the small lake at Wallace Bay. The NAMC Field Trip on May 3 reported 2 pairs 
at Canaan Rd., S of New Minas and one bird at Bishop's Pond near Black River L., Kings 
Co. (Reg Newell, JCT). The first report of the COMMON MERGANSER is from CSM, 
TMM: "We did not see any in the usual places in CB Co." 25 were seen by BLM on 
Mar. 28 in the Goose Crk. Marsh, Yar. Co., and on Mar. 30 200-500 were seen at 
Captain's Pond (RFL,MAG). The reports are from central N.S. for all of April, of pairs 
or one or two individuals. On May 19 a proud BLF reports; "nest with eggs in one of 
my nestboxes" at Methal 's L., Kings Co. The last report is of 3f on May 29 at River L, 
Mooseland (KAT,WAT). RED-BREASTED MERGANSER reports are relatively scarce. The 
first comes from JBM: 1 at Mader's Cove, Lun. Co., on Mar. 12. 2f, lm were seen by 
RFL,MAG in Captain's Pond, Pomquet on Mar. 30. JWW, PAM reported lm on Apr. 6 in 
the Canard R. at Wellington, and on Apr. 9 COB saw "a few" in the Middle R., Pie. Co. 
On May 5 CSM,TMM report 10 in the Mira R., 10 in Lingan Bay, "and other places -
numbers seemed up". The last report is of 12 in the west Apple R. Cumb. Co. (KFS). 

There were no reports of Ruddy Ducks in this quarter. 

FWD, ed. 
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DIURNAL RAPTORS 

Some day we'll have to displace vultures from the list of diurnal raptors; they're 
really storks gone bad! There will be more surprises and list-keeping headaches when the 
A.O.U. puts out its pending new list of North American birds. The nine TURKEY 
VULTURES wintering on Brier Is. were seen into March (CAH et al.), but thereafter 
became more elusive, with a maximum of five noted there or along Digby Neck during 
May (var. ob.). Increasingly we see them elsewhere; this spring there were individuals 
near Gold River, Apr. 14 (Bill Shaw), at Apple River, Apr. 25 (BIM), near exit 8 on 
Highway 103, Apr. 27 (Betty Morrow), at Cape D 'Or, May 1 (JRM), near Bridgetown, 
May 3 (BBT), near Chebogue, May 8 (JCZ,LIP), at exit 15 on Highway 101, May 19 
(birdline), and at Port Maitland, May 22 (2 birds, JKD). The earliest OSPREYS were 
near Antigonish, Apr. 5 (L.Klapstein et al.), and at Barrington, Apr. 6 (birdline), and one 
was at its nest near Pictou, Apr. 8 (COB), there were three reports for Apr. 15, but 
only nine thereafter. They were thought to be scarcer than usual near Prospect this 
spring (BOS). 

An apparent SWALLOW-TAILED KITE made a startling appearance along Highway 
22, about half way between Sydney and Louisbourg, in the middle of a fine day, April 
24. The following details were gleaned from a wonderfully compelling taped interview by 
Helen O'Shea of the sole observer, Shelia Fudge of Louisbourg. The bird flew from the 
west immediately ahead of and "no more than 15 or 20 feet above" the car. A huge 
swallow came immediately to mind. Strikingly obvious were its long, forked tail, 
seemingly as long as the body, and the black tips and black "strip" along the rear edge 
of the otherwise white underwings. Another immediate impression was that it lacked a 
neck, presumably because of its relatively small head. The bird came close enough so 
that its eyes and hooked beak were clearly seen. Most important was the observer's 
twice-repeated insistence that its white breast was "specked" or "mottled". Immatures 
may retain dark shaft streaking on crown and breast at least through the following spring 
- a feature mentioned, but not illustrated, in some field guides. The bird was watched 
for a full minute as it lazily flapped and glided over the terrain, evidently "searching for 
something" on the ground below. This is the only report of this species since the 1905 
specimen mentioned in Tufts. However, there have been 1-5 sightings in New England 
every spring during the last decade. Certainly this qualifies as a "hypotheical" record, 
perhaps as single-observer records must. 

In the handful of reports on BALD EAGLES were mentions of incubating birds at 
Greenwich, Mar. 11 (JWW) and Pomquet Beach, Mar 27. (RFL). Single young were 
visible on the latter nest May 19 (RLF) and near Maccan, May 24 (KFS). I hesitate to 
include a belated report (JWW) of one that so mauled a 9-month old cat Feb. 8 near 
Port Williams that the poor creature had to be euthanized. Another ad. harassing 
Mallards on the D.U. Pond at Annapolis Royal, Apr. 24, was "unusual here at any time" 
(JFM). A fem.-plumaged N. HARRIER was an unexpected visitor Mar 7 at CSM 's feeder 
in New Waterford. Migrants may have returned in late March, signalled by a male at 
Apple River, Mar. 29 (KFS) and another at Conrad Beach, Mar. 31 (RBS). Three more 
birds were recorded Apr. 8-10 and they were widely noted thereafter, including 9 around 
Amherst, Apr. 15 (FLL). At East Advocate, a SHARP-SHINNED HAWK reduced JRM's 
feeder flock of Mourning Doves from about 50 to 12 by spring, and JSC reports that a 
voracious Sharp-shin "ate all but the feathers - we never found feet or bill" - of an Am. 
Robin outside her cottage at Green Bay. Still, Sharp-shins remain scarce (only 5 other 
reports), and doves and robins thrive. A N. Goshawk in Pie. Co. made an unsuccessful 
feint at more challenging prey - a Belted Kingfisher which understandably "rattled on and 
flew in circles for awhile" afterward (CGB,KJM). One continued to be a frequent visitor 
at Sand Lake, C.B. Co. (CAM), and another was noted at Grand L., C.B. Co., May 28 
(CSM). A BROAD-WINGED HAWK in Pie. Co. Apr. 27 (CGB,KJM) and another near 
Bridgewater, Apr. 31 (SJF) were about on schedule for recent years. A half-dozen other 
reports included one of a fine kettle of 15 arriving high over Brier Is., apparently from 
southwest, May 29 (ELM,IAM). RED-TAILED HAWKS are even with us, though we 
received few mentions of scattered birds. The Sheffield albino has been last seen on 
similar dates: Mar 20 this year, Mar. 13 in 1996, and Mar. 18 in 1995 (JWW); where did 
it go? Updates on the nesting pair on the wall of University Hall, Acadia University, 
were sent by JWW. One bird apparently began incubating by Mar. 20. On Apr. S, the 
male offered the sitting female what appeared to be a robin, and got copulation in 
exchange (judge them not). This pair and four others near Wolfville, were all feeding 
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young by mid-May. Four ROUGH-LEGGED HAWKS du~g March-April were about 
average. The latest was a dark-phase bird at Grand Pre, May 3 (JCT et al.). The 
wintering GOLDEN EAGLE on Brier Is. was seen periodically up to mid-March (CAH), 
when it was confirmed as an advanced Imm., not an ad., as reported in the last issue. 
On May 29, a very distant up-sun eagle on Brier was seen plunging into a panicking gull 
colony. It was thought to be an imm. of this species (ELM). An ad. periodically 
reported by neighbours around Whites L. was finally seen by PLM Feb. 27 and by BOS 
Mar 26. Finally, an imm. reported by locals around Three Fathom Hrb. was seen by JCZ 
and PLM Mar. 26 "in the same field as an adult and imm. Bald" (JCZ). Three weeks 
later, enthusiastic NSBS field trippers tried to tum a distant perched eagle on Wedge 
Is. into this species, but it turned out to be a ratty imm. Bald. 

Three AM. KESTRELS in Pie. Co. (CGB) and one at Apple R., Apr. 8 (BIM,JRM) 
were presumably first arrivals. There were five reports of 16 more birds within the next 
week, including 10 between Halifax and Amherst, Apr. 15 (FLL). They were largely 
ignored thereafter, although JCT reported that a pair was at a traditional territory in 
Kings Co. May 25. A MERLIN Mar. 30 at Brule Pt. (KJM) might have wintered, while 
four reports Apr. 6-12 were presumably of migrants. One cleanly snatched a Tree 
Swallow that was being watched by JRM and MSM Apr. 25 in Cumb. Co. Another 

grabbing a loudly protesting male N. Oriole from a feeder on Brier Is. May 17 was a 
more gruesome experience for several watching birders. Could two on Seal I. May 5-9, 
including a male carrying prey some distance, have been nesting? One on Bon Portage 
Is. May 22 was presumably still on the move. CSM found them "everywhere" during 
spring in Cape Breton Is. Others explicitly referred to nesting birds, about which RSD 
asks, "can anyone explain the surge of nesting Merlins lately?" Pairs were nesting during 
April in Wolfville in the Gaspereau Ave. cemetery and the top of Westwood Ave. (fide 
JWW). Vocalizing pairs in late April were also near previous nest sites at LW. Pubnico 
(RSD) and Lockeport (DJC). One of two pairs in Pie. Co. was mating near Northport 
May 3 (KJM et al.). The only· reported PEREGRINE FALCON was an ad. at Advocate 
Hbr., Mar. 24-26 (JRM,MSM). 

GALLINACEOUS BIRDS 

A flock of 15 GRAY PARTRIDGES SW of Sheffield Mills, Mar. 9 and 3 NE of 
Starrs Pt. May 19 (fide JWW) were in their usual range. RING-NECKED PHEASANTS 
were "gronking" regularly at Green Bay, Mar. 6 (JSC). Up to 12 fem. and 5 males 
continued to use BBT's feeders in Wolfville through May, and there were 2 male and 4 
fem. at JKD's feeders in L.W. Pubnico, Apr. 30. They are everywhere, It seems, with 
good populations even on Brier and Seal Islands. 

A dead fem. SPRUCE GROUSE at Whites L., Apr. 21 was thought to have been 
felled by an arrow (BOS), or rather by a Yahoo. A male was in Apple R., Apr. 30, and 
two were seen May 18 during the NSBS's field trip in Pie. Co. I retract my comment 
in the 1ast issue implying that RUFFED GROUSE populations were "low". Although we 
had only seven reports this spring, they add up to 27 birds. On May 10, there were 10 
feeding in budding poplars along Highway 103 between exit 10 and Hajifax (FLL). I 
wonder if such counts,if systematized, could be used to estimate relative population 
sizes. Randy Lauff wonders if WILD TURKEYS near Abercrombie, Pie. Co., (Mar. 23, 2 
males, 2 fem.) are "soon to be an established population?" I hope not in some ways as 
we've messed about enough. There may be no stopping the N. BOBWHITES in Kings 
Co., 8 of which wintered near Black R. (BLF). 

RALLIDS 

A calling VIRGINIA RAIL was found (Ed LeBlanc) at Van Nostrand's Pond, Starrs 
Pt., May 8, and two there subsequently (JCT et al.). No one else reported on them. 
We had six reports of 8 SORAS, the easliest May 3 at Cape John and Wallace Bay 
(KJM,CGB). A MOORHEN around Lockeport, May 3-21 was a treat for local birders (DJC 
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et al.). Another appeared May 25-31 at Woods ~rb., Shel. Co. (fide MUN). The 
wintering A. COOT at Sullivan's Pond lingered until at least Apr. 5, but we ~ad no 
reports of arrivals at A.P.B.S. or elsewhere. A report of a SANDHILL. CRANE Ma} 10-13 
near Elmsdale included no details, although it is probably unmistakable (Barbara 
Grantmyre, fide JCT). 

- IAM, ed. 

SPRING SHOREBIRDS 

A lone BLACK-BELLIED PWVER, perhaps having overwintered, was at Little Hbr. 
Mar. 3 (DHY). Over 300 were present in the last 10 days of May, with c.100 on Cape 
Sable May 25 (1AM). and 170 at Windsor May 30 (JCT). Only 8 PIPING PLOVER were 
noted and without evidence of breeding. The first KILLDEER was seen at Advocate Hbr. 
on Mar. 19 (JRM), with the thirty or so others dating from late March on. A pair with 
4 chicks was near Wolfville May 22 (JCT). 

An AMERICAN OYSTERCATCHER was found by JRM May 14 at Advocate Hbr. and 
subsequently seen by many and photographed. Last definite sighting was May 20, but it 
may still be around. (JRM). Although there are only ten or so records, the species is 

. appearing with increasing frequency. 

An early GREATER YELLOWLEGS was at St. Paul's, Pie. Co. Apr. 13, "an inland 
bird not far from breeding area" (CGB). About 30 others were reported in the first two 
weeks of May, along with 40 or so, at about that time, from coastal Pie. Co. Only 4 
LESSER YELLOWLEGS were noted, 2 on Seal Is. May 5 (FLL,IAM), 1 at Cambridge May 
10 (fide JCT), and I at Lr.W. Pubnico, May 23 (RSD). A SOLITARY SANDPIPER, 
unusual in spring, was seen and photographed at Pictou, May 7-9 (KJM). WILLET 
sightings date from Apr. 28 at Lockeport (DJC), Lr. W. Pubnico (JOE) and Petite Riviere 
(JSC). By May 10 (Census Day) there were 35 in the Wolfville area (fide JCT) and 15 
at Cherry Hill (SJF), suggesting it was generally distributed by that time. The first 
SPOTTED SANDPIPER was at River Lake May I (KAT) with only a few thereafter: 4 
Census birds in the Wolfville area (fide JCT), 3 settled in at Westmount, CB (JAC,WAM) 
and 1 at New Ross May 15 (KNK). 

Single UPLAND SANDPIPERS were at Broad Cove May 7 (JSC), on Seal Is. May 9-
10 (IAM et al.) and at Middle W. Pubnico May 12 (JKD). Single WHIMBRELS were at 
Hemeon's Hd. April 22 (DHY) and on Seal Is. May 5-8 (FLL,IAM). The only RUDDY 
TURNSTONES were c.20 on Cape Sable May 25 (IAM), where the only RED KNOTS, 
about 10 on May 25, were also found (IAM). 17 SANDERLINGS, "in excellent shape 
after overwintering" were at Crescent, Apr. 4 (JSC). Only 4 migrants were seen, 2 on 
Seal Is. May 6 (FLL,IAM), 2 at Cherry Hill, May 17 (GW&JCT), 100+ on the Eddy Marsh 
May 25 (KJM et al.) and 1 on Bon Portage May 27 (JCZ). A WHITE-RUMPED 
SANDPIPER, not often seen in spring, was on Seal Is. May 5-7 (FLL,IAM). There were 
60 PURPLE SANDPIPERS on Brier Is. Apr. 13 {1AM), 7 on Seal Is. May 7 (FLL,IAM), 
3S-40 at Eatonville on C. Chignecto May 17 (FLS) and 1 last on Brier Is. May 27 
(ELM,IAM). 6 DUNLIN overwintered at Crescent, 4 in breeding plumage still there May 
7 (FLS et al.). 18 at Hemeon's Hd. Apr. 22 (DHY) may also have spent the winter. 

A SHORT-BILLED DOWITCHER at Crescent May 21 (JSC) is an unusual spring 
record, The COMMON SNIPE was well reported: 2 at MacLel!an Marsh, New Glasgow 
Mar. 14 "probably overwintered" (KJM). The 22 there Apr. 19, together with another 20 
from there to Tatamagouche constituted record high numbers for the area (KJM,CGB). 
The May 10 Census around Wolfvllle reported 15 (fide JCT). Several further reports of 
1-2 suggest the species is thriving in many places, but not (KNK) in all. The AMERICAN. 
WOODCOCK also appears to be doing well. Earliest were 1-2 at Lockeport Mar. 22-24 
(fide DJC) and 2 at Pubnico Pt. Mar. 25 (RSD). By month's end the migration was, 
though a little late, well under way, with 10 found along Advocate Hbr. on Mar. 31 
(JR&MSM). At the time of the snow storm and bad weather in early April the Wild Bird 
Company store received many calls inquiring about the "strange" birds thay were seeing 
(BSD). At Bass River 2 of 3 probing about a house wete later found dead. While the 
mortality rate may have been higher than usual this spring, the Census total of 15 in the 
Wolfville area is encouraging. 

FLS, ed. 
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PHALAROPES TO ALCIDS 

The only major movement of RED-NECKED PHALAROPES reported this spring was 
of 300 seen May 6-8 on Georges Bank (RSD). A few storm-driven birds did show 
themselves for those coast-bound: S on May 18 from the Pictou Causeway 
(KJM,RFL,MAG) and a single female on May 17 at Cheery Hill Beach (GWT,JCT). 

Not a single jaeger or skua was seen even though our regular observers were all on 
territory. 

This was a good spring for LAUGHING GULLS: a 2nd winter bird at Broad Cove on 
May 4 (SJF); an adult off Seal Is. on May 7 (fide IAM); l at Cape Sable Is. May 8-9 
(N.S. Birdline); I off Brier Is. on May 17 (FLL); an adult at Eagle Head Beach on May 
18 (Peter Davies, RSD); an adult and an imm. at Daniel's Head, C.S.I. on May 25 
(IAM); I at Westport, Brier Is. on May 28 (CAH); an adult on the Big Pond, Seal Is. on 
May 30 (SJF). An adult MEW (COMMON) GULL at the Canal St. sewer outfall on Mar. 
I was reported to the N.S. Birdline. With all the reports of lingering adult BLACK
HEADED GULLS we receive each year one would have expected a breeding colony to 
have been established by now, but that still has not happened. Five to 10 Black-headeds 
were seen Mar. 9-23 at the Trenton Power Plant and the East River sewer outfall, 
several in alternate plumage (KJM,CGB,RFL,AGM). Ten were at Jimtown, Ant. Co. on 
Mar. 28, "many with hoods" (RFL,MAG,AGM). In Cape Breton 4 were at Glace Bay and 
2 at Wentworth Park, Sydney on Mar. 9 (N.S. Birdline). Seven, together with 1 
Bonaparte's were hanging around the Tar Pond in Sydney on April 15, "can you believe 
it!" say CSM and TMM. Gulls, as we know, are not fastidious creatures but one would 
wonder what they were hoping to find in that area. On May 20 several were still 
hanging out at sewage outfalls in Glace Bay, Sydney and Port Marien. On the south 
shore 6 were at Eel Brook on Apr. 4 and 9 at Little Hrb. on May IS (JKD,DHY). 
Lastly, 2 imm. were at Cole Hbr. on May 10 (BLM). BONAPARTE'S GULLS are of 
course much less common: an adult was at W. Pubnico on Mar. 2; 2 were at Little Hbr. 
on Mar. 11 (DHY); an imm. was at C.S.I. on Mar. 23; 2 in alternate plumage were at 
Betsy Park, Lyons Brook and 16, 2 of which were adults, were at Haliburton, Pie. Co. on 
May 16 (KJM,STV,CGB); an imm. was at Brier Is. on May 29 (ELM,IAM). 

It is sometimes difficult to know whether the RING-BILLED GULLS seen in early 
March are overwinterers or are new migrants. Reports received seem to indicate fresh 
migrants, although earlier than uaual: 2 were at Apple River on Mar. 10, building to 6 by 
May 17 (KFS); 1 was at Advocate Hbr. Apr. 21-22 (JRM). Along the Northumberland 
Strait where the bulk of migrants are usually seen, 2 adults arrived at the Trenton 
Power Plant on Mar. 14 (KJM); 200 had arrived along the East River and Pictou by Apr. 
10 (COB). The only report from the south shore was of 14 at Eel Brook on Apr. 4 
(JKD). Twelve were at the Wolfville sewage pond and 25 at Canning, all adults, on Apr. 
13 (JWW). 

Jane Mills has pointed out the difficulty in making accurate counts of gull 
populations by showing how numbers vary depending on the state of the tide and whether 
fishing boats are at sea or at the wharf. From February to May she estimated the 
highest numbers to be 200 HERRING GULLS and 14 GREAT-BLACK BACKED GULLS in 
Advocate Hbr., with similar numbers on Spencer's Is. At W. Apple River KFS estimated 
50 Herring and 3 Black-backed. On Banquereau Bank, from Apr. 1-26, DEF estimated 
200 Herrings and 150 Black-backed. Keith Keddy recounts what will likely become a 
common scenario. On March 31 he watched 20 Herring and 2 Black-backed Gulls "tearing 
apart grabage bags awaiting pick-up in Highland Park, Hfx. Co. In a few minutes the 
street was filled with garbage being blown along by the strong wind." Keith suspects 
these roving opportunists are a consequence of the landfill having closed. 

There appear to be several LESSER BLACK-BACKED GULLS around the Province, 
reported to the N.S. Birdline. I included them for the record but would plead with 
observers to also send in their official reports, with details, to the Records Editor. The 
2nd winter bird previously seen at Sullivan's Pond lingered to Mar. 14. An adult, seen 
with other gulls, was near Blueberry Acres, SW of Sheffield Mills, on Apr. 12 (Ian 
Jansen, fide JWW). An adult and a 2nd year bird were seen May 9-10 respectively at 
Canard Pond, perhaps the same birds seen earlier in Dec. Finally, an adult was at the 
Trenton Power Plant, no date given, but brief description included and photos taken 
(KJM). 
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At least 50 wintering ICELAND GULLS were at the East River sewer outfall in New 
Glasgow on Mar. 3 (KJM,CGB). They were equally common in Cape Breton Co., in fact, 
CSM and TMM thought they were "more common than starlings." A favorite spot, the 
Wolfville sewage ponds, hosted 11 in all plumages on Apr. 12 and 2-3 on May 3 
{JWW,JCT). Lingering birds were 1 imm. at Big Is. on May 4 (KJM,CGB) and 1 at the 
Pt. Pleasant sewer outfall on May 10 {PLC). GLAUCOUS GULLS were widely reported 
to the N.S. Birdline in March and April, appearing in ones and twos around the Province. 
One was at Canard on Mar. 27 and another, a subadult, was at the Wolfville sewage 
pond on Apr. 15 {RBS,JWW). An imm. was on the Mersey River on Mar. 8 {CGB); S 
imm. at the Amherst Pt. Bird Sanctuary on May 14; 1 at Bob Portage on May 12 {JCZ). 

Over 100 BLACK-LEGGED KITTIWAKES were counted around the Bird Is., C.B. on 
Mar. 28 and SO were seen Apr. 1-10 on Banquereau Bank (DEF). 

I've saved the best alcid report for the last, that of the incredible BLACK-TAILED 
GULL. It was present from May 8 to 22 on Sable Is., from whence Zoe Lucas described 
and photographed it. Her observations come via Ian McLaren and a full account will be 
given in a later issue. This is an Asiatic species, breeding primarily in Siberia and the 
Sea of Japan but is a long-distance migrant. There have been 14-15 previous records for 
North America, p'rimarily in Alaska, but most recently 1 showed up in Virginia and 1 in 
Rhode Island, in 1995 and 1996. These have generally been believed to be .natural 
migrants via the so-called "Siberian Express." Ian speculates that the Sable bird could 
possibly be one of the east coast birds. There is no question of the ID of this bird. 
Zoe's observations include: SIZE: by direct comparison with Herring Gulls, much slighter 
build, two-thirds the size; PLUMAGE: head, neck, breast, etc., white, no streaking or 
mottling, very dark charcoal gray mantle with extensively black primaries with no white 
spots, distinct black tail band, possibly 4-5 cm wide, outer tail feathers white: BILL and 
LEGS: bill yellow with black subterminal marks on upper and lower mandible, red on 
gonys and bill tip, legs and feet yellow, slightly greenish yellow above "knees;" VOICE: 
a single mewing call. Well done, Zoe, we're lucky you were there to record this 
exciting find. 

We have one report of CASPIAN TERN, up to 5 were at the Amherst Point Bird 
Sanctuary and John Lusby Marsh during the NSBS field trip led by Al Smith {KFS). Ted 
D'Eon saw the first 2 ROSEATE TERNS on Brothers Is. on May 15 and Jerome D'Eon saw 
3 the next day. Two were spotted at Taylor Head on May 28, but whether transients or 
potential breeders is not known (KAT,WAT). As usual COMMON TERNS arrived on 
schedule at Betsy Park, Lyons Brook, 2 on May 3 (JKD). On May 17 there were 12 
terns in Mader's Cove, probably Commons (JBM); 12 were on Bon Portage on May 18 
{JCZ); 6 were at Lingan Bay on May 15 {CSM,TMM) and 25 at Pt. Edward on May 24 
(WAM,JAC). Both Common and ARCTIC TERNS were "inspecting" Peter's Is., Brier Is. 
May 28-29 but many gulls were in evidence {ELM,IAM). One BLACK TERN had arrived 
at East Amherst Marsh by May 10 {N.S. Birdline). 

As usual alcid reports are scarce this early in the spring. No DOVEKIES were 
blown ashore. Seven COMMON MURRES were off Brier Is. on May 17. One THICK
BILLED MURRE was off Margaretsville, Anna. Co. on Mar. 2 (PLC). Thirty-five 
RAZORBILLS were near shore at Brier Is. on May 17, during gales (N.S. Birdline). 
BLACK GU_ILLEMOTS in alternate plumage were first reported on May 1, l at Cape D"Or 
(JRM,MSM). JCZ saw 2 on May 9 becoming regular thereafter around Bon Portage. 
Generally our most common alcid goes unreported, but just for the record I counted at 
least 100 pairs as I walked around Seal Is. on May 28. FLL saw 2 ATLANTIC PUFFINS 
off Seal Is. in the second week of may and TCD counted up to Noddy Is., near Seal, on 
May 28, where they appeared last year and with luck are breeding. 

SJF, ed. 
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DOVES THROUGH KINGFISHER 

A "wild colony of ROCK DOVES nesting Mar. 28 on Crystal Cliffs, Ant. Co. (RLF), 
is worth mention. MOURNING DOVES as usual continued at feeders in smaller numbers 
in spring; JKD had as many as a dozen at L. W. Pubnico in mid-April. Our only cuckoo 
was a BLACK-BILLED at the fisher's reserve, Three Fathom Hbr., May 19 (birdline). An 
early fledgling GREAT HORNED OWL was at Little Hbr., Shel. Co., May 6 (DHY). Was 
one on Bon Portage Is. May 18-27 (JCZ) nesting there? One more winter SNOWY OWL 
can be added (Feb. 24, Brule Pt., KJM), and up to three lingered on Cape Sable Is. until 
at least Apr. 5 (MUN et al.). A later one was at Middle R., Vic. Co., Apr. 26 
(birdline). Bernard Forsythe reports that 7 pairs of BARRED OWLS nested in his 
Wolfville-area boxes. The first egg was laid Mar. 14, the earliest ever, and one fem. 
banded as an ad. was at least 14 years old! There were four other reports of ones and 
twos, among which a bird on Brier Is. May 19 (FLL) was unusual. 

Notice of a winter roost of up to 12 LONG-EARED OWLS in a Kings Co. woodlot 
(JWW) was wisely delayed, since these birds are easily distributed. SHORT-EARED OWLS 
may be on the upswing. CGB and KJM watched one catch 4 voles on Caribou Is. Feb. 
24, two were on Brier Is. Mar. 30 (CAH), one at Hemeon's Head Apr. 11 (DHY), and at 
Grand Pre dyke up to 5 were present Mar. 9 (BLF) and a pair (?) in late March (BBT). 
Gratifying was a nest with 7 eggs on Big Gooseberry Is., Yar. Co., May 4 (Kendrick 
D'Entremont, Lester D'Eon). Seven N. SAW-WHET OWLS were calling May 28 at 
Hardwoodlands, Hants Co. (birdline), and another "tooter" was caught in a flashlight beam 
at Lumsden, Mar. 25 (RBS). DHY was uncertain if one May 23 in his "flicker house" at 
Little Hbr. was breeding. The only COM. NIGHTHAWK reported so far was over 
Wolfville one evening May 27 (JWW). The first CHIMNEY SWIFT was with swallows 
over The Big Pond, Seal Is., May 8 (IAM). Jim Wolford reports that the first 3 were 
over Wolfville May 12, and that 30 were dispersed by a Merlin from the Tufts-Centre 
chimney one evening May 14. Numbers remained paltry until May 20, when 71 had 
entered the chimney by 6 p.m. with threat of rain. A pleasing 190+ entered by 9:30 
p.m. May 27, evidently undeterred by the town Mertins, but still below past numbers. 
Even better news comes from New Glasgow, where 300-600 entered the Temperance St. 
chimney May 18 (KJM). There were scattered reports of ones and twos elsewhere, and 6 
over Big Pond, C.B. Co., May 23 (birdline). The honour of spotting the spring's first 
RUBY-THROATED HUMMINGBIRD May 9 goes to Barb and Pat Giffin at Aylesford. The 
next one, May 11 at Advocate Hbr. (JRM), was followed by widespread reports: 3 more 
May 14, and 4 on May 15. All these except one on May 15 were males, when sex was 
noted, but females were more frequent after this. I received some photos of an 
apparently dark-throated hummer on the chance that it might be something more 
exciting. However, from relative bill length, etc., it is clearly a Ruby-throat, the red 
throat of which can be difficult to see or photograph. In addition to those mentioned in 
the last issue, a BELTED KINGFISHER wintered in E. Dartmouth (DIM). At Prospect 
Bay, a bird Mar. 14 and 2 a couple of days later were "first of the season" for BOS, 
but I wonder if they had wintered nearby? The next was Apr. 8 at Apple R. (BIM), and 
others only were noted elsewhere only after Apr. 20. Ten were counted in Kings Co. 
May 10 (NAMC, JCT). 

WOODPECKERS 

There was a modest incursion of RED-BELLIED WOODPECKERS in late May: a fem. 
May 22 at Little Hbr. (DHY), another (sex?) near· Woods Hbr. May 25 (fide JCZ), and a 
fem. May 27-28 on Brier Is. (D. Pugh et al.). The first YELLOW-BELLIED SAPSUCKER 
was on Brier Is. Apr. 1-4 (CAH). There were 4 reports of later birds, Apr. 19- May 24. 
Two reports of post-winter, non-feeder DOWNY and one of HAIRY WOODPECKER can 
hardly represent the numbers in our woods. Single BLACK-BACKED WOODPECKERS in 
Truro (birdline) and Apple R. (KFS) were the only ones noted. N. FLICKERS in March 
were mostly noted as having wintered, but one from Mar. 31 onward at Mader's Cove, 
LUN. Co. (JBM), was probably an arrival, as were another at Apple R. Apr. 5 (KFS) and, 
certainly, 6 on Brier Is. Apr. 8 (CAH). By May 10, NAMC observers tallied 86 in Hants 
and 106 in Kings Co. (JCT). A pair of PILEATED WOODPECKERS lingering into May at 
Westphal, Dartmouth were novel to DIM. Otherwise, 7 reports of 9 birds were about as 
usual for spring. 

IAM, ed. 
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FLYCATHERS THROUGH SWALLOWS 

The late migration may have resulted in a scarcity of the popular OLIVE-SIDED 
FLYCATCHER; there were but three reported, May 28 on Bon Portage Is. (JCZ), May 19, 
Methals Lake Bog, Kings County (BLF), and May 31 at Big Pond, Cape Breton (Dave 
McCorquodale). The first of five EASTERN WOOD-PEWEES found was on Seal Is., May 
10 (FLL,IAM), with other migrants detected on other islands mid-month (Cape Sable Is. -
DHY, Brier Is. - BLM), and territorial birds heard in Kings Co. by the last week of May 
(JCT). The late spring also delayed YELLOW-BELLIED FLYCAYCHERS, and RSD 
submitted our only sighting, a bird in East Pubnico May 27, that sang both the less
commonly heard (in Nova Scotia at least) "chur-wee" note, as well as the more routine 
"schleck". For the second spring running, an ACADIAN FLYCATCHER graced Brier Is., 
this year on May 18 (ELM,IAM, Angus MacLean). ELM 's report appears elsewhere in this 
issue, and I recommend it to you, as this species is likely more regular in spring than we 
realize; we should not be frightened by the reputation of Empidonax flycaychers as being 
hard to tell apart. IAM stated that he thought the bird virtually identical to that of a 
year earlier (reported In Nova Scotia Birds), or perhaps even brighter green above. 

As with pewees, ALDER FLYCATCHERS were either late or silent, with an "early" 
bird May 17 at Spicer's Cove,. Cumb. Co. (KFS), and the first Kings Co. bird May 24 
(JCT). Our earliest migrant empid, the LEAST FLYCATCHER, was certainly behind 
schedule, with the first not noted until May 15, both at Butler Road, Kings Co. (GWT) 
and New Ross (KNK). Our "late spring" didn't start early, as April was fairly normal, 
and our easliest flycatcher, EASTERN PHOEBE, arrived on schedule. They were noted 
at migration points: Brier Is. Apr. 14 (ELM,IAM); Little Harbour, Shel. Co. Apr. 15 
(DHY); and Advocate Harbour May 17 (JRM). Territorial Phoebes were noted at: 
MacLellan's Brook (Willard Fraser Road), Pie. Co., May S (KJM); White Rock bridge, 
Kings Co. May 3 (BLF); and Smiley's Provincial Park, Hants Co., May 19 (BLM). A 
tardy migrant phoebe was on Brier Is. Apr. 21 (CAH). 

A WESTERN KINGBIRD, briefly described (very yellow belly, white outer tall 
feathers, seen at close range with Eastern Kingbirds), was a long-stayer on Bob Portage 
Is. May 22-28, for a very rare spring sighting of this typically autumn vagrant (JCZ). 
Ahead of the pack, an astonishing early EASTERN KINGBIRD was at Chebucto Head Apr. 
6 (Kevin Tutt, Christine Cornell). The rest of the kingbirds followed later on, with most 
arriving in numbers late in May, but there were scattered sightings from earlier in the 
month: Seal Is. May 6 (FLL,IAM); Kings Co. May 8 (JCT); and Green Bay May 9 (JSC). 
There were a dozen other reports later through May, with notable concentrations being 8 
on Seal Is. May 7 (FLL,IAM), and SO+ seen daily on Seal Is. during the last week of 
May (SJF). 

After an indifferent winter in which HORNED LARKS were in short supply, spring 
offered similar sparse numbers. There were reports from traditional locales such as Cape 
Sable Is., Grand Pr~ Big Island (Pie. Co.), Apple River, and Chebogue Point. FLL 
reported that several Horned Larks in a small flock at Three Fathom Harbour in March 
were of the "alpestris" race, a yellower subspecies that breeds far to the north and west 
of Atlantic Canada. The largest flock encountered was of 22 birds at Goose Flats, Yar. 
Co., Mar. 28 (BLM, et al), of which two appeared to be "alpestris" birds. Other Horned 
Lark sightings of note were 13 birds at Westmount, C.B. Apr. 30, grounded by a storm 
(JAC), and a late single bird ( or a local. nester?) at Advocate Harbour May 10 (MSM). 

PURPLE MARTINS were widely reported away from their Amherst and Oxford 
colonies this spring; as our climate warms we can perhaps hope for their tenuous claw
hold on the province to expand. They were seen on Seal Is. from May S through 
month's end, with a maximum of 7 birds on May 9-10 (FLL,IAM,SJF); a martin house on 
the island might produce results. Elsewhere In the province single birds were found at 
Starr's Pt. May 9-12 (Ed Leblanc, et al), Pereau, Kings Co. May 19 (JCT), and Brier Is. 
May 18 (BLF,JCT,GWT). In the absence of rigorous data, TREE SWALLOWS appear to be 
gradually recovering their numbers after several harsh springs earlier this decade. The 
first spring report was several on Cape Sable Is. Apr. 6 (MUN) and 2 on Apr. 7 at 
Glenwood, Yar. Co. (JKD). The first sizable flock was of 70 birds Apr. 12, at Argyle 
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Head, Var. County (JKD). No huge flocks were reported, but the following 
concentrations are noteworthy: 230 at Little Dyke, Col. County, May 10 (FLS); 600 by 
Greenfield, Queens Co., May 10 (NES) (by mid-month this site usually hosts 5-6000 birds, 
feasting on the blackfly hatch); and 250+ at Apple River, Cumb. Co. May 15 (KFS). 

BOS reported a VIOLET-GREEN SWALLOW from Goodwood on May 30; it was 
sitting on a telephone wire. In her brief write-up she describes that "the eye was 
almost totally surrounded by the white on the face ... the purple and green gloss on the 
back was very evident ... have never seen the species but would suspect the bird to be a 
male since it was so bright ... the bird didn't accommodate me by flying, however, when it 
shifted its wings the white extension towards the rump was duly noted". There have 
been several previous reports of this species in Nova Scotia, sometimes accompanied by 
written details; there are no photos or specimens for the province. Two NORTHERN 
ROUGH-WINGED SWALLOWS, perhaps routine in spring in very small numbers (but still 
requiring documentation!), were. on Seal Is. May 14; MUN provided a good verbal 
description to me, and Seal Is. traditionally allows close and sustained observation. 
Another bird, similarly verbally described, was at Freeport, Long Island, May 19 
(IAM,ELM). BANK SWALLOWS did not feature in many reports, perhaps due to the late 
spring. The first was on Seal Is. May 5 (IAM,FLL), and the first sizable flock was 100 
at the New Minas Sewage Ponds May 23 (JCT). CLIFF SWALLOWS were also notable by 
their absence - hopefully this is simply a case of under-reporting. An extremely early 
individual was at Apple R. Apr. 9 (KFS); I hope Cave Swallow was ruled out on such an 
early bird. The next reports were from Seal Is. May 7, with 3 birds noted by IAM and 
FLL, and 10 or so were in Cape Breton at Reserve Mines, May 15 (CSM,TMM). BARN 
SWALLOWS were also not widely reported, nor did they occur in any numbers; the first 
was seen near Parrsboro, Apr. 18 (JRM). 

CORVIDS THROUGH STARLINGS 

Only three observers bothered reporting GRAY JAYS, although the gray ghosts are 
at their most secretive in spring. A single bird at the Mickey Hill Pocket Wilderness 
outside Annapolis Royal Apr. 30 was the first local sighting for JFM. There was nothing 
compelling about the few BLUE JAYS and AMERICAN CROWS reported from across the 
province;as usual, they were nesting, numerous, and noisy. COMMON RAVENS as well 
elicited few comments, but nesting was noted near Apple R. (KFS), and Lockeport (NES). 
It's hard to draw conclusions regarding chickadee numbers of either species, especially 
after the significant out-migration last autumn. No-one reported BLACK-CAPPEDS thin 
on the ground, so my low total during the North American Migration Count was likely 
due to the foul weather. Six observers sent in notes regarding BOREAL CHICKADEES; 
JAC considered them very scarce through the winter and spring in Cape Breton, but by 
contrast DJC had a dozen at her feeder through early May, when most of us would settle 
for even one. 

RED-BREASTED NUTHATCHES poured out of the province last fall, and some 
apparently poured back in; JSC reported "hundreds!" moving through Green Bay Apr. 10, 
"a real deluge, in every tree, all honking". WHITE-BREASTED NUTHATCHES, no less 
attractive than Red-breasteds, apparently attract our attention by their comparative 
rarity in Nova Scotia. Notable among the eight reports received were; I at Westmount, 
C.B., May 17-19 (JAC); 1 migrant on Brier Is. May 13-17 (CAH,FLL); 2 at Beeches Rd. 
Pictou, Mar. 15 (KJM); and an over-wintering bird on Crane Hill Rd. (town?) (DIM), the 
first she has seen in that area for over 12 years:' The retiring Brown Creeper managed 
to catch many observers' attention; there were reports from Kentville (BLF), Pubnico Pt. 
(RSD), Apple R. (KFS), and Crane Hill rd. (DIM). Presumed migrants were on Brier Is. 
Apr. 7 (CAH), and Seal Is. May 9 (IAM,FLL). 

Vagrant wrens are typically autumn birds, so a HOUSE WREN on Bon Portage Is. 
May 12 (JCZ), and a MARSH WREN on Brier Is. May 17-18 (FLL et al.), were of note. 
We might be in for a good breeding season for WINTER WRENS, judging from the 
receipt of 12 reports comprising over 30 birds, most found, of course, by their song. An 
over-wintering individual at White Rock, Kings Co., was last seen Mar. 16 by BLF, who 
also found the first spring arrival, Apr. 6 at the Kentville Ravine; the next spring 

* Westphal near Dartmouth (Ed.) 
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sighting was Apr. 17 at Pubnico Pt. (RSD). Just 4 observations mentioned GOLDEN
CROWNED KINGLETS, but they are fairly numerous this year, with returning migrants 
joining the over-wintering birds which survived our mild winter in encouraging numbers. 
Eight observers passed along RUBY-CROWNED KINGLET sightings; the earliest and most 
impressive report was from CAH, who witnessed a striking movement of 50+ birds through 
Brier Is. Apr. 17. BLUE-GRAY GNATCATCHERS are routine In spring, but always 
appreciated. This year saw 2 reports, Seal Is. May 14 (MUN, Skipper Atwood), and 
Brier Is. May 23 (RBS). EASTERN BLUEBIRDS seem determined to remain scarce; we 
had but 5 reports. Two (or one mobile) Eastern Bluebirds appeared early in the south of 
the province, a male in West Pubnico Feb. 27 (fide MUN), followed by one ori Cape 
Sable Is. Mar. 3-6 (MIN, et al.). Two were in Ketch Hbr. May 10 (Angela Thibodeau), 
and there was a pair at Round Bay, May ll (Ben Doane, fide 1AM), and a male in 
Economy May 22 (FLS). None were found at the "traditional" site on Brier Is., by the 
cemetery. 

There were but six reports of VEERY, with the earliest May 10, both in Blomldon 
and Kingston (fide JCT). The overcast, wet weather in May seemingly suppressed bird 
song, pemaps explaining the few reports of SWAINSON THRUSH. The first was May 10 
in Apple R. (KFS). HERMIT THRUSHES were widely reported in May, but the first 
spring migrants were April 17 at Pubnico Pt (RSD), and 4 in Greenfield, Kings Co., April 
22 (BLF). A single bird apparently over-wintered in Lower East Pubnico, with a sighting 
February 23 (RSD). WOOD THRUSHES. are becoming rare enough to capitalize and 
underline; there were but a few spring sightings, including two on Seal Is. May 9-16 
(IAM,FLL), l on Brier Is. May 18 (IAM,ELM) and three along Crane Hill Rd. May 8 
(DIM). Nova Scotia's second FIELDFARE was seen on Seal Is. Apr. 22 by bird-savvy 
local fishermen, who provided excellent verbal descriptions; see 1AM 's report elsewhere in 
this issue, which provides a fine example of how to use valuable sighting information from 
"non-birding" sources. A Redwing (Turdus iliacus) from Brier Is. May 13, reported down 
the Rare Bird Alert, was never documented, and must be discounted. 

There was the usual flood of AMERICAN ROBIN reports. The spring influx joined 
the over-wintering birds in late March/early April, and heavy snowfalls at this time 
concentrated birds at whatever remaining fruit sourses the birds could find. Large flocks 
(IO0+birds) were reported from Kings Co., Economy, Apple R., Halifax, Lun. Co., and 
elsewhere. The largest concentration during the period was 1000+ birds in the Gaspereau 
Valley, Apr. 15 (JWW). Everyone loves a GRAY CATBIRD, and there were a dozen or 
more reports from May, with a high count of 8 on Seal Is. May 10 (IAM,FLL), up to 12 
pairs on Bon Portage Is. (JCZ) and an impressive local count of 3 at Litle Hbr., May 24 
(DHY). A record-early Gray Catbird (by a month) appeared Mar. 9 on The Hawk, on 
Cape Sable Is. (MUN et al); this is a heavily watched site, and it is unlikely the bird 
had over-wintered there. 

To see a NORTHERN MOCKINGBIRD it Is apparently necessary to head to the 
Annapolis Valley; eliminating duplicate reports, there were at least six singles or pairs, In 
Grand Pre, Wolfville, Port Williams, Canning and Kingston (var. obs.). Away from this 
mockingbird heaven, there were two migrants on Seal Is. May 9 (IAM,FLL), one on Brier 
Is. May 27-29 (IAM,ELM), and one at a traditional site on Lakeside Terrace, Dartmouth, 
May 10 (BLM). BROWN THRASHERS apparently successfully over-wintered in Elmfield, 
Pie. Co. (fide KJM,CGN), and Cheticamp Is. (fide KJM), the latter bird In full song by 
Apr. 23-25 (Louis Garron, et al.). 

An AMERICAN PIPIT over-wintered at Hartlen's Pt. (FLL), and a migrant was seen 
on Seal Is. May 6-9 (IAM,FLL). This past winter featured only a "modest" BOHEMIAN 
WAXWING incursion, but the following flocks were noted: 90 in New Waterford Mar. II 
(CSM,TMM); 35 in Mader's Cove, Lun. Co., Mar. 14-16 (JBM); 80 in Stellarton Mar. 15 
(KJM); 24 in Newport, Hants Co., Mar. 14 (JCT); 20 at Mussel Cove, Guys. Co. Mar. 20 
(Bird Info Line); 50+ In Yarmouth Mar. 23 (MUN); 50 in Rockingham Mar. 23 (Bird Info 
Line); 30+ near Starr's Pt. Apr. 6; and 30 In Duncan's Cove Apr. 6 (Azor Vienneau). 
After the first week of April the only sightings were a single bird in East Advocate, 
Apr. 10 (JRM), and a trio at Blue Acres, Pie. Co. Apr. 21 (KJM). Over-wintering CEDAR 
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WAXWINGS were most prevalent in the Annapolis Valley, with four or five reports of 
small flocks of 10-40 birds in the month of March (var. obs.). NORTHERN SHRIKES 
were not evenly distributed. Pictou had 4 sightings in March and early April (KJM,CGB), 
while another 4 birds were seen along the north shore of the Minas Basin, from 
Parrsboro to Apple R. (KFS,JCZ,JRM,JOW). Elsewhere there were 2 on Brier Is. Apr. 13 
(IAM), and a Lockeport bird Mar. 13 (NES). Finally, with respect to Sturnus vulgaris, 
they were omnipresent, and in no immediate danger of extirpation - more's the pity. 

BLM for RBS, ed; 

VIREOS AND WARBLERS 

For the first time in four years, spring reports of the WHITE-EYED VIREO were 
received. One on Seal Is. May 8 (FLL) was not described, but one on Brier Is. May 27 
was well seen (ELM,IAM) and described as a "yellow- spectacled vireo, with greenish
yellow sides. grayish on head, only very narrow white eye around dark pupils". The 
SOLITARY VIREO migration was about two weeks behind those of 1995 and 1996. 
Singletons first appeared at Dagley Rd., Lun. Co. (Cohrs and Purchases) and on Seal 
Is. (IAM), May 8. Slow to spread inland, Solitaries were subsequently noted in only 
four counties (Kings, Cumb., Pie. and Hfx.) before the end of the month. FLL and IAM 
found a YELLOW-THROATED VIREO on Seal Is. May 6, a very rare bird in spring and "a 
beautiful sight". They noted the yellow spectacles and throat, remarking that it was 
clearly a vireo and easily identified. First reported from Seal Is. on May 7 ( 1), the 
RED-EYED VIREO migration peaked on Brier Is. at 20 May 28 (IAM et al.). 

Only 2 singles were observed on the mainland to deadline: one in Mader's Cove, Lun. 
Co., on May 23 (JBM) and one at Northport, Cumb. Co., on May 25 (KJM,STV,ROR). 

"Late" and "slow" were adjectives used by observers to describe both the spring 
season and the warbler migration. However, the moment was sweeter when good numbers 
finally arrived, as on May 15 in southern Lun. Co., when JSC wrote "This was 'Warbler 
Day' in this area •.. suddenly they were singing - 13 species, 6 new today". ELM and IAM 
had such a moment at North Point, Brier Is., early on the morning of May 28. With 15 
species of warblers, it "finally ... began to seem like the old days". 

The only TENNESSEE WARBLER reported was a single bird in Middle River 
Intervale, Pie. Co., on May 22 (KJM,STV). This poor showing is not surprising, given the 
late season, as the Tennessee's average arrival date is not until May 16. The over
wintering Port Williams ORANGE-CROWNED WARBLER was seen up to Mar. 1, when it 
was "drinking the liquid drops on the' bottom of the apples still on the trees" (BLF). 
Unfortunately, March turned into a thoroughly nasty month. Though single NASHVILLE 
WARBLERS were on Seal Is. May 6 and 9 (IAM,FLL), May 15 was the first day for the 
mainland, when 7 were reported in Lun. Co., and one in Kentville, Kings Co. 
(COHRS,KNK,NES,RBS). After this "wave", reports were sparse, with news of only 7 
more individuals, as far east as Pie. Co. 

NES nabbed the first NORTHERN PARULA of spring, a singing male at Crousetown 
on May 5. Reports of ones and twos were received in fair number, but nothing 
substantial until late May. BLM counted 25 on Brier Is. May 24, and WAT found "lots" 
on the Mooseland Rd. by May 27. 

Everyone must have reported the YELLOW WARBLER, and if they didn't, they should 
have, as we had our highest spring total in at least 10 years. First birds were seen on 
may 12: 3 at Westport (CAH) and one at Economy (FLS). Subsequent reports indicated a 
rapid spread eastward to Westmount, C.B. Co., in 10 days (JAC et al.). A male was even 
reported at the Halifax Public Gardens on May 28 (PLC). Meanwhile, numbers continued 
to build on Brier Is. through late May. Five were reported there on May 17, 13 on May 
18, 25 on May 24 and 40 on May 28 (ELM,IAM,BLM). The CHESTNUT-SIDED WARBLER 
also fared well, beginning with 6 moving through Lun. Co. on May 12 (SJF). Coverage 
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was somewhat limited, as the only other counties represented in later reports were Hfx., 
Cumb., Digby and C.B. (JRM et al.). Brier Is. figures were: 6 on May 24, 2 on May 27 
and 8 on May 28 (ELM,IAM,BLM). The MAGNOLIA WARBLER migration was a mere 
trickle at first, beginning with one at Wolfville Ridge Rd., Kings Co., on May 12 (GWT). 
Though one had reached Pie. Co. by May 17 (KJM et al.), it was May 25 before more 
than two were counted by any one observer. On this date, JCT found 20+ along Butler 
Rd., Kings Co.: on May 27, RSD reported "dozens" at E. Pubnico, "easily the most 
numerous warbler" on his walk along a logging road; and on May 28, ELM and IAM 
counted 30 on Brier Is. About 9 CAPE MAY WARBLER migrants were reported, near the 
norm. The first of the season was an adult male on Seal Is. May 8 (FLL,IAM), while 
the first mainland bird, also a male, was found at Apple R., Cumb. Co., on May 10 
(KFS). KJM saw a male taking nectar from a hummingbird feeder at Sonny Cyr's 
residence on Foxbrook Rd., Pie. Co., on May 26. The owner said that 3 Cape Mays had 
been there for three days, the "female eating insects from a manure pile and 2 males 
fighting over the hummingbird feeder". Three males on Seal Is. May 9 were the first 
BLACK-THROATED BLUE WARBLERS reported (IAM,FLL). IAM suspected that "one of 
these, judging from its streaked crown and broad black back streaks [say that fast five 
times!], answered to the race cairnsi of the SE USA", and was an overshooting migrant. 
The Cohrs' singleton on Dagley Rd. May 15, 5 males around Brookville, Pie. Co., on May 
19 (KJM,ROR) and a female at Advocate Hbr.,Cumb. Co., on May 25 (JRM,MSM) were the 
lot. 

Three YELLOW-RUMPED WARBLERS at Pomquet Beach, Ant. Co., on Mar. 31 (RFL) 
may have over-wintered. In mid-April, birds began to trickle into Yar., Digby and 
Cumb. Cos. (JKD,CAH,JRM,KFS), and by the end of that month, had spread into Lun., 
Kings, Hfx. and Col. Cos., but were still in small numbers (6 or fewer). Finally, a large 
influx occurred in Kings Co. May 1-3 (RBS,JCT), and Yellow-rumps were "everywhere" in 
Oakfield Prov. Park, Hfx. Co., on May 3 (PLC). Seal Is. numbers were: 30 on May 5, 
and 25 May 6 ( FLL,IAM). "Many, many" arrived at Lingan, C.B. Co., on May 5 
(CSM,TMM), around 75 were at Little Dyke, Col. Co., on May 8 (FLS), and 1086 were 
counted in 7 counties on May IO (NAMC Day), including 280 in Kings Co. and 276 in 
Cumb. Co. (JCT et al.). After May rn, reports all but dried up, as birders lost interest. 

The BLACK-THROATED GREEN WARBLER bounced back this year. Although the 
migration was generally late, one at Kentville on May 3 (RBS) and a male at Westport 
on May 6 (CAH) were ahead of the average first date. While BTGs had pushed all the 
way to Lingan by May 19 (CSM,TMM), no more than 5 were mentioned except for two 
Brier Is. reports late in the month: 40 on May 24 (BLM) and up to 18 on May 28 (IAM). 
Solitary male BLACKBURNIAN WARBLERS were seen at Dagley Rd. (COHRS) and 
Kentville (RBS) on May 15. Other sightings of this uncommon and striking bird were: a 
male near Annapolis Royal on May 22 (JFM, Kathy Ripley), a male at Davidson Lake, 
Hants Co., on May 24 (GWT, JCT), at least one at Little Dyke on May 26 (FLS), 2 in 
Powell Point Park and 2 on Linacy Trail (Pie. Co.) on May 26 (KJM) and a male on Bon 
Portage Is. May 28 (JCZ). Brier Is. statistics were: I on May 17, 2 on May 18, 5 on 
May 24 and IO on May 28 (ELM,IAM,BLM). 

The first spring PALM WARBLER came ashore at Pubnico Pt. on Apr. 16 (RSD). A 
handful of other April sightings, just ones and twos, occurred at Westport, Apple R., Cap 
d'Or, Arcadia and Wolfville Ridge. Most observers saw their first Palms between May 1 
and 10, and coverage was province-wide. Larger numbers included 12 near Caribou, Pie. 
Co., on May 3 (KJM,CGB,STV) and 37+ on May 10 at Apple R. (KFS). On Seal Is., FLL 
and IAM counted 18 on May 5, 10 on May 6, 5 on May 7, 10 on May 8 and 19 on May 
9. A BAY-BREASTED WARBLER on Seal Is. May 5 (IAM) was an early date record. 
Subsequent reports came from Lake Rd. (Lun. Co.), Bon Portage Is., Davidson Lake, Little 
Dyke and Brier Is., and the total of around 9 individual;s was well below average. Two 
male BLACKPOLL WARBLERS at Rainbow Haven, Hfx. Co., on May 15 (IAM) were the 
first of the spring. One was seen at Avonport, Kings Co., the next day (EVU). Twenty
five were on Brier Is. May 24 (BLM), 2 were at Advocate Hbr. on May 26 (JRM,MSM) 
and up to 22 were still on Brier Is. May 28 (ELM,IAM). Thanks to PLC, the Halifax 
Public Gradens is emerging as a warbler mini-hot spot. Eight Blackpolls "feeding on 
trees circling the pond" on May 28 were among several warbler species she reported 
there this spring. 
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Despite BLACK-AND-WHITE WARBLER numbers being down this year, there was 
good coverage. The first bird was observed at Pubnico Pt. by the ever-watchful RSD, 
and at least 4 had progressed to Lingan by May 19 (CSM,TMM), 

It's hard to beat Seal Is. for spring firsts, and FLL and IAM dug up the first two 
AMERICAN REDSTARTS there on May 8. After two reports of singles in Queens and 
Lun. Cos. at mid-month, RBS noted "quite an influx" around Canning and Kentville on May 
21. Fifteen on Brier Is. May 24, and up to 18 there on May 28, rounded out the 
reports, except for scattered birds on Co. a.nd Cumb. Cos. during the latter part of the 
month. 

A ''beautiful male" PROTHONOTARY WARBLER at Westport, Brier Is. May 6-10 was 
reported by CAH and RBS. 

Seal Is. was also the site of the first observed OVENBIRD of spring, this one on 
May 5 (IAM). No more were reported until JKD found one at Port L'Hebert, Queens Co., 
on May 13, but within five days of this, there were reports from Kings, Lun., Pie., 
Cumb. and Hfx. Cos. (PJC et al.), including 11+ In two miles on Dagley Rd. (COHRS). 
Two had reached Lingan by May 19 (CSM,TMM). At least a few NORTHERN 
WATERTHRUSH returned to their usual damp territories (probably even more damp than 
usual this spring) In May. There was one at Lake Rd. on May 8 (Cohrs, Purchases), one 
near Caribou May 12 (KJM), one at Economy May 13 (FLS) and one or two along the 
Cornwallls River in Kentville on May 15 (RBS). 

A KENTUCKY WARBLER reported at Lingan on May 20 (CSM) was not described. A 
rare bird form accompanied a report of an adult male Kentucky at Westport on May 24. 
BLM noted the "unmarked green back, wings and tall; greenish-black forehead; yellow 
spectacles formed by yellow eye-ring connecting with yellow lores; the black . patch 
extending down from the eyes to the side of the .chin ( 'side-burns); unmarked yellow 
underparts". There were no MOURNING WARBLERS reported to deadline this spring. 
This Is no surprise for a late spring; In fact, It has happened six times in the past 10 
years. 

An early YELLOWTHROAT showed up at New Waterford, C.B. Co., on Apr. 30. In 
CSM's words, it was In his "backyard on the feeder with 10 cm of snow around her, a 
female Common Yellowthroat next to a coal-dusted New Waterford House Sparrow. What 
a contrast!". There was one on Seal Is. May 6 (IAM), but the first report from the 
mainland was on May 15, when the Cohrs found 2 at Somerset Rd., Lun. Co. As was the 
case last year, reports were few, but at least there were up to 25 on Brier Is. May 27 
(ELM,IAM). 

IAM and FLL found a male HOODED WARBLER on Seal Is. May 6, while a female 
was discovered by IAM on Brier Is. May 18, also seen by the Tufts. These were our 
first spring Hooded Warblers since 1991. FLS found the WILSON'S WARBLER In flights 
of mixed species at Economy and Little Dyke, on May 22 and 26, resp. (numbers 
unspecified). Otherwise, only a male at Apple R. on May 25 (KFS) and one on Brier Is. 
May 28 (ELM,IAM) were reported. The first CANADA WARBLER, this one quite early, 
was also nabbed by FLS, in Economy on May 13. Singles were noted on Dagley Rd. May 
15, on Brier Is. May 18 and in Apple R. May 25, while KJM et al. found 3 APBS on May 
25. 

KNK, ed 



19 

TANAGERS TO TOWHEE 

There were no fewer than six records of SU\IIMER TANAGER this spring. The first 
was a young male seen briefly on Seal Is. on May 8 ( FLL). The next bird was a male 
on Brier Is. on May 18 (BLF), then two noted in different areas on May 21 and both 
were males in different stages of moult. One of them was discovered at Middle West 
Pubnico (TCD) and the other was South Grand pt,; (RBS,GWT,JCT). On May 25 an oddly 
coloured male was observed at Advocate Hbr., one with orange, greenish olive and bright 
red coloration (JRM), and finally the last report was of a beautiful male which was 
found dozing in bright sunlight unconcernedly as it was,J>hotographed at just five metres 
on Brier Is. on May 27 (JAM,ELM). SCARLET TANAGER numbers were slightly greater 
with 8 sightings. Interestingly 5 of those were females. Reports are as follows: May 
13, Westport, female (CAH); May 19, Petite Riviere, female, this bird in very poor 
condition, emaciated and dying (NES); May 20, East LaHave, a female (fide NES); May 
24, Brier Is., male (BLM) May 25, two males and a female, Brier Is. (BLM); and May 28 
Brier Is., female (1AM). 

NORTHERN CARDINALS continue to be well reported. The valley area seems to be 
the place to see them. Wolfville, Centreville, and Sheffield Mills accounted for 8 of the 
13 sightings during the period. Pairs seem to be established at Brier Is. (ELM,IAM) and 
Wolfville (fide JWW). Others included a male at Apple R. on Apr. 28 & 29 (KFS), and a 
pair at L.W. Pubnico on April 30 (JKD). 

There seemed to be an unusually high number of ROSE-BREASTED GROSBEAKS 
sighted. There were dozens of report"s starting with one individual at Pubnico Pt. on 
Apr. 21 (RSD). By mid-May these birds could be found almost anywhere. Notable were 
15 counted at Brier Is. on May 18 (1AM). 

There were only three records of BLUE GROSBEAK this spring, one immature male 
which was killed by a cat on Apr. 14 in Halifax (IAM); a female at Bon Portage on May 
18 then a second bird, a male, there on May 27 (JCZ). INDIGO BUNTINGS are a 
typical over-shoot in the spring and depending on weather and winds some years are more 
dramatic than others. This time we had good numbers with over 25 individuals counted. 
Most seemed to be in the southern extremes of the province with the first arrival dated 
Apr. 29 at Lockeport (DJC). About 12 individuals were seen at Brier is. between May 8-
23 (BLM,CAH,IAM,ELM). 

A male DICKCISSEL was discovered on Apr. 21 at Canard Pond (TOR) followed a 
month later by a second very striking male at Westport, Brier Is. (JAM,ELM et al). 
EASTERN TOWHEES were found at Seal Is. with up to three there between May 8-10 
(IAM,FLL), and a female was found at Little Hbr. on May 19 (DHY). 

SPARROWS 

TREE SPARROWS seemed rather reluctant to depart for their breeding grounds with 
several lingering into late April. The latest was one at Apple R. on May 6 (KFS). 
CHIPPING SPARROWS were quite uncommon compared to most years. Only a dozen 
individuals were counted with the first being seen at Crousetown on Apr. 12 (NES). 
Other single birds were found at Westville and Wolfville in late April and early May 
(KJM,STV,JCT) then up to seven were counted at Apple R. on May 7 (KFS). A single 
FIELD SPARROW was discovered on Seal Is. May 7-8 (FLL,IAM). Another uncommon 
sparrow is the VESPER SPARROW which although breeds locally is still quite a find when 
encountered here. Two were seen during the period, the first on April 16 at Apple R. 
(KFS) and the second, a male on territory at Kingston on May 18 (BLF,GWT,JCT). 

SAVANNAH SPARROWS seem not to be reported frequently or in numbers recently 
and I can only hope that this is not a sign of any kind of decline. The first sighting 
was of two birds seen at Westport on April 17 (CAH) wuth reports of 2 or three at a 
time from a few other locations shortly thereafter. Sixty were counted in an area from 
Pictou to Linden on May 3. Eleven SAVANNAH (IPSWICH) SPARROWS were noted on 
Wedge Is., Hfx. Co. on April 6 (IAM); two were identified at Advocate Hbr. on April 7 
(JRM,MSM) and a single bird was found on Bon Portage Is. on May 13 (JCZ). 
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A single and rare GRASSHOPPER SPARROW was located on Seal Is. from May 5-9 
and seen well by many observers. (FLL,IAM et al.). 

FOX SPARROWS landed in the province in exceptional numbers this spring. The 
first record was of 3 birds at a feeder on Mar. 26 at Crane Hill Rd., Dartmouth (DIM). 
Others were first seen on Mar. 29 at Advocate, Apple R., Avonport, Bell Is., Economy, 
Green Bay and Wolfville. By Apr. 5 they were nearly everywhere singing most 
impressively. A total of 30 reports were submitted with over 100 individual birds 
counted. SONG SPARROWS made the next most noted bird second to Fox Sparrow. By 
mid-March there birds began moving into the province. Seemingly slow to start the 
increase was noticable and they were singing everywhere by monthend. Twenty arrived 
at a feeder in Argyle on Apr. 7 (JRM), however, more typical were 1-6 individuals 
sighted or heard in most areas from Mar. 30 - Apr. 20. 

The first LINCOLN'S SPARROW was found at Blomidon Provincial Park on May 13 
(GWT,JCT). The next wasn't until May 23 when one was seen with White-throats and 
Song Sparrows at a feeder in Pomquet (RFL). On May 24 one was seen at Brier Is. 
(BLM) and then a single bird was noted at Melmerby, Pie. Co. on May 26 (KJM). The 
first SWAMP SPARROW of the season was one seen and heard at St. Paul's Pie. Co. on 
Apr. 13 (CGB). There were very few reports, however, by early May it appears they 
were settled on territory in most areas where suitable but disappearing habitat existed. 

WHITE-THROATED SPARROWS were very well reported. Mid-April seemed to be 
the time when most were first reported. However, there was one exception of 7 that 
were sighted at Pictou Landing on Apr. 5 (KJM,CGB,STV). Notable were 80-100 on Seal 
Is. on May 5-10 (IAM,FLL). WHITE-CROWNED SPARROWS were significant in their 
numbers this spring in total with over 30 records of mostly 1-2 birds from Cape Breton 
to Yarmouth County and almost all in between. Six were found at Bon Portage on May 
12 and 5 were counted at Seal is. on May 8-10 (IAM,FLL). DARK-EYED JUNCOS from 
all reports were quite numerous throughout the province. Flocks from 5-105 were 
regular at feeders during spring. Over 200 were seen ac Parrsboro in April (JRM) and 
100 were counted at Marion Bridge on Apr. 29 (JAC). A single record of an "Oregon" 
Junco was found May 8 on Seal Is. This bird, a male, was singing with intent there for 
at least a week. 

DAC, ed. 
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LAPLAND LONGSPUR TO FINCHES 

This report period is not the best time to encounter LAPLAND LONGSPURS. 
Nevertheless there were three sightings, all in March. On Mar. 3, 15 were at the Dyke 
in Advocate Hbr., still in winter plumage (JRM,MSM). A single bird came to KFS 's 
feeder at Apple R. on the 10th, and two lingered at Goose Flats, Yarmouth on the 28th 
(BLM). 

SNOW BUNTINGS were widely reported, mostly in March. Large flocks were: 500 
Mar. 2 in Pie. Co., 200, Mar. 7, at Pomquet, 200 Mar. 23, at Caribou Is. (KJM,RLF,CGB 
et al.). Up to 60 were at Apple R. in late March, one remaining until Apr. 7 
(JRM,KFS). An interesting group of four buntings were seen at Crescent Beach on Mar. 
29 - one was completely in breeding plumage, one entirely winter-clad and two in 
between (COHRS). Latest seen was a single bird at Westmount, Apr. 10 (JAC). 

Few BOBOLINKS made the deadline. Numbers have been declining for some years 
and several contributors feel that this year was worse - or are they just late? At the 
time of writing (June 10) this editor is inclined to the former opinion. Ones and twos 
(mostly males) appeared from May 9-22nd at widely scattered locations - Seal Is., 
Advocate Hbr., Oakfield Park, Apple R., Waterside Park, New Ross and Bon Portage Is. 
Judy Tufts saw 20 at the New Minas Sewage Pond on May 23 - the only flock of any 
size mentioned. The first eagerly awaited RED-WINGED BLACKBIRDS were 12 males 
near Sheffield Mills March 8 (JWW). Not until the end of the month were any more 
noticed. Then, during the first week of April, they began to be seen and heard at Apple 
R., Falmouth, Pie. Co., Mader's Cove, Glenwood and Westmount. A "wave" reached 
Westmount May 13 and the first report of the later-returning females came from the 
Morses at Mader's Cove May 16-17. On May 16 DIM of Westphal had two on Crane 
Hill Rd. for the first time ever there (and she and Robert have been birding for many 
years). 

We seem to have frightened off reporters from identifying EASTERN 
MEADOWLARKS, just in case they might be Western Meadowlarks. Remarks like 
"probably", "possibly" or "maybe" came in attached to E. Meadowlark sightings. Let us 
not look for unicorns - a meadowlark here is EASTERN unless there is clear evidence to 
the contrary (and for most people clear evidence would be vocal). Eastern Meadowlarks 
were seen Mar. 8 at Enfield (KJM) and at L.W. Pubnico on the 15th where RSD saw 
four. He flushed 3 in the same place Mar. 31 and reported one still lingering on April 
~ JCZ had one in Pubnico on Apr. 27. 

RUSTY BLACKBIRDS appeared first in Pie. Co., when a male was seen Mar. 14 
(KJM). During the last week of March single sightings were made in many locations. 
Seven birds were at Davidson lake, Hants Co. on Mar. 24 (Tufts). The only hint of 
nesting was a pair found at a marshy spot on Dagley Rd., Lun. Co. Apr. 24. They 
continued to be seen (and heard!) there up to our deadline May 30 (JSC). There were 
fourteen reports of COMMON GRACKLES. They were at Apple R. on Mar. 8 and at 
Parrsboro and Advocate on the 15th (KFS,JRM,MSM). They reached Cape Breton 
(Westmount) by the 28th and a later report from there complains of "too, too many". 
On the other hand Keith Keddy, at the other end of the province at New Ross, had the 
impression that spring numbers were "down" there as well as in the Hammond's Plains. 

BROWN-HEADED COWBIRDS seem about the same, not very abundant and seen in 
fairly small numbers. However, BLM feels that the several small groups he encountered 
in the Wolfville area are more than in recent springs and on May 22 he found a 
cowbird's egg in the nest of a Song Sparrow. Donna Crosby in Lockeport watched 15 at 
her feeder on Apr. 19 and wrote "have only seen a few in recent years, so l or 2 are 
OK, but flocks of 15 are worrysome". 

At least 4 and possibly more ORCHARD ORIOLES were seen in the S.W. corner of 
the province in mid-May. On Seal Is. there was an imm. male on May 7, 2 imm. males 
and an adult male on 8-9 and two immature males on the 10th. On Brier a female was 
present May 10-12 and another female graced a feeder (actually half an orange) on CSI 
on May 17 (IAM,CAH,JSC). 
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There was an unprecedented ( at least for thirty years) fallout of BALTIMORE 
ORIOLES. The huge numbers attracted the non-birding public and the Museum, birders, 
bird supply stores and even radio stations were bombarded with enquiries as to the 
nature of these beautiful flashy birds. (The old colloquial name was Golden Robin!). 
They were widespread in locale from Yarmouth to Cape Breton and of course on "the 
islands" as well. There were 17+ on CSI May 17 and 25+ there on the 25th feeding on 
the watermelon and oranges which festooned many back gardens. On Brier there were 
about 20 on May 18 and by the 25th numbers had reached 25 (JSC,BLM,IAM). Many 
reports from many areas told of groups of 2 to 6. 

FINCHES TO HOUSE SPARROW 

PINE GROSBEAKS were few. There were 3 at Mooseland Mar. 24 and 4 on the 
Ohio road (Shel. Co.) Mar. 28 (KAT,WAT,BLM). Diane McQueston spotted 6 (3m,3f) at 
Westphal April 25. She wrote that these were the first she'd seen there in twelve 
years. After an almost finchless winter the return of the PURPLE FINCH was greeted 
enthusiastically by many. The first to be seen ( apart from three very early birds on 
Feb. 23 on Wolfville Ridge) appeared in the second two weeks of April (Advocate Hbr., 
Plymouth, Crousetown, Mader's Cove, Mooseland). By the 27th they had reached Cape 
Breton and from then on numbers climbed to normal and they became "common" at 
feeders and in the woods by mid-May. Three HOUSE FINCHES spent February to May 
in Lockeport. Then one male left (died?, was eaten?) and a pair was left with the male 
in full song. Perhaps a breeding psir? (DJC). BLM saw one near Yarmouth Mar. 28. 
In 1996 Glady Keddy reported a pair of House Finches carrying nesting material to the 
Tupper Building (now the Clinical Research Centre) in Halifax (See NSB July 1996). On 
April 1997 it happened again and on May 9 Gladys noted two pairs nesting inside the 
decorative concrete wall. --

No WHITE-WINGED CROSSBILLS were reported. RED CROSSBILLS were well 
seen, first at Broad Cove Mar. 3 and White's Lake Mar. 8 (SJF,BDS). In Crousetown 
Nellie Snyder had a total of 15 birds from Mar. 7 to May 26, two being juveniles fed by 
adults. The first seen in Green Bay since June 1996 were 8 on May 7 and on the 15th 
3 arrived at the Morse's feeder in Mader's Cove. A possibly non-local race of Red 
Crossbill was observed by BLM at White's Lake on Mar. 8. It was female with •.. "the bill 
as long as the head was wide and quite thick throughout its length until near the 
tip ... the bill seemed so large that the bird could have been in danger of tipping forward. 
The auricular region was bordered at the rear and top by a striking dark gray line". 

A late report of a COMMON REDPOLL at Falmouth on Feb. 23 was received. (Fide 
JWW). 

PINE SISKINS finally did reappear, but not until March 16, (I, Economy FLS) but 
nowhere in any great number. From March 22 to the end of may reports were of from 2 
to 8 from Crousetown, Apple R., Mader's Cove, Wolfville Ridge, Westmount and New 
Waterford. 

AMERICAN GOLDFINCH were the only finch in "good supply" this spring. The 
Morses (Mader's Cove) had a sizeable flock all winter and spring, Keith Keddy found 
them "plentiful at Hammond's Plains and Patricia Chalmers had them "singing 
continuously" in Bedford. John McPhee felt that there were more in Annapolis Royal 
than last year and there were "massive numbers" in New Waterford (CSM). In a year 
when all other finches are low one can only ask "why?". 

After a poor winter showing EVENING GROSBEAKS were sporadic in spring. Clive 
Macdonald in New Waterford had none at all, all winter and spring and Margaret Ellis at 
Middle Sackville had only one! A small surge reached Apple R. in March - I Mar. 13, 5 
by the 28th, 32 by May 16 and 6 by May 25. A few scattered reports of 1-6 came from 
Mader's Cove, Mooseland, Bon Portage Is., and Westmount. 

There was no discemable pattern to be derived from the very few reports of 
HOUSE SPARROWS except perhaps that no-one seems worried about them - all numbers 
were low. 

JSC. ed. 
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Many of the birding areas In Nova Scotia "crop up" regularly in 
the reports. To prevent repetition of the locations of these areas In the body of the 
text, we Include this list of references: 

Yarmouth Co. 
(Yar. Co.) 

Shelburne Co. 
(Shel. Co.) 

Queen's Co 

Lunenburg Co. 
(Lun. Co.) 

Halifax Co, 
(Hfx. Co.) 

Colchester Co. 
(Col. Co.) 

Annapolis Co. 
(Anna. Co.) 

Kings Co. 

Cumberland Co. 
(Cumb. Co.) 

Hants Co. 

Digby Co. 

Cape Breton 
(C.B.) 

Arcadia, Pinkney's Point, Tusket, Eel Brook, Melbourne 
Overton, all the Pubnicos. 

Cape Sable Is., Cape Sable, Matthews Lake, Lower 
Ohio, The Hawk, Seal Is., Little Harbour, Port L'Hebert W. 

Port Joli, Port L'Hebert E. 

Cherry Hill, Broad Cove, Petite Riviere, Green 
Bay, Crousetown, Crescent Beach, Publlcover Lake. 

Three Fathom Hbr., Conrad's Beach, Lawrencetown, 
Cole Hbr., Martinique Beach, Hartlen's Point, 
Laurie Park, Powder Mill Park, Chezzetcook, Mooseland, Crane Hill Rd. 

Economy, Glenholme 

Annapolis Royal, Clementsport. 

Wolfville, Greenfield, Canard, Black River Lake, 
Gaspereau, Grand Pre, White Rock, Starr's Pt., 
Lumsden Reservoir 

Lusby Marsh, APBS*, Linden, Port Howe 

Shubenacadie, Noel Shore 

Westport (Brier Island), Brier Island 

Big Pond, C.B. Highland National Park (C.B.H.N.P.) 
Westmount 

• APBS-Amherst Point Bird Sanctuary 
CBC - Christmas Bird Count 
CSI - Cape Sable Island 



26 

The King's Co. BALD EAGLES have become a winter 
attraction for tourists. There they can be seen 
close up on unlikely perches (photo Ken McKenna) 
or putting on aerial manoeuvres, like this one 
being pursued by a raven (Photo Blake Maybank). 
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PHYLLIS RAYMOND DOBSON, Ph.D. 

A founding member of the Nova Scotia Bird Society, Phyllis R. Dobson died at the 
age of 91 at South Ohio in her native county of Yarmouth on June 9, 1997. She had 
been ill for five years. 

Her life was one of total commitment in whatever she undertook. With a life-long 
interest in nature, she took to birding in earnest 45 years ago in Nova Scotia in the 
company of the Society's greats, C. R. K. (Charlie) Allen, the late Lloyd MacPherson and 
Willet Mills. They also were charter members. 

During the Society's early days, beginners on morning field trips always found 
Phyllis encouraging, helpful and wonderfully alert, even at 6 a.m. - and immaculately 
dressed. The Maytime warbler walks she helped to lead in Halifax County 35 years ago 
are now conducted by her son, Dr. Fred Dobson. A measure of the gentle humour and 
encouragement she showed young birdwatchers, was a letter and Rare Bird Form she sent 
to a young lad for his "first Fieldfare", (a prediction realized) and still treasured by him 
more than 20 years later. 

Phyllis was as meticulous in her field work as she was in Society administration and 
in her profession as a scientist. One of her great contributions to the Society was 
development of the NSBS Newsletter, first edited by Lloyd MacPherson. She was the 
sole editor for ten years, compiling all the, reports hc,rself, diligently working without 
the aid of seasonal editors. There are eight editors today. 

She took part in Christmas Counts every winter, and after the, Brc,eding Bird Survc,y 
was introducc,d to Nova Scotia 28 years ago, she, assisted Dr. Chris Helleiner on his 
Larry's River route in Guysborough County for nc,arly a decade. 

She needed her capacity for hard work after hc,r husband, Dr. John W. Dobson, a 
dental surgeon, died in 1950, and she, was left with three children to raise. Armed with 
her B.Sc. (Dalhousie 1927) she became a laboratory tc,chnician for the, late Dr. D. J. 
MacKenzie, after whom the Pathology Labratory was named. Phyllis went on to obtain 
her M.Sc. in 1959, and a Ph.D. in biochemistry in 1972 at age 66! Her younger son, 
John, was awarded his DDS at the same convocation at Dall-Jousie University--a ceremony 
attended by her family, including oceanographer son, Frea Dobson, in his Ph.D. (UBC 
'69) robes. 

In Ottawa 10 yc,ars ago, Phyllis was presented with a special award by the Minister 
of the Environment for her lifetime work for the environment. She is survived by her 
companion, c. R. K. Allen; daughter, Julie Marshall; sons, John and Fred; sister, Ma' aret 
E. MacIntyre; sevc,n grandchildren and six great-grandchildren. 

Barbara Hinds 
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A QUARTET OF RARITIES 

As usual, our southern islands were the places to be for rarities this spring. Three 
were on Brier Island. The only decent portrait among them is of a seemingly exhausted 
male SUMMER TANAGER, May 27. The RED-BELLIED WOODPECKER, next day, seemed 
to be trying to hide itself against the tree trunk. The ROUGH-WINGED SWALLOW was 
one of three or more there on May 27. The most unusual of the four was the male 
"OREGON JUNCO" on Seal Island from May 8 for at least a week, here snapped on May 
10. Photos by Ian McLaren. 
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Rough-winged Swallow 

"Oregon Junco" 
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MORE RARITIES 

AN APPARENT F!ELDFARE ON SEAL ISLAND, NOVA SCOTIA 

The following is based on interviews by Ian McLaren on May 9-10, 1997, of three 
lobster fishers working out of Seal Island during spring, 1997. All these men are 
excellent observers, with a casual interest in birds. 

On April 22, 1997, Wade Kenney, Randy Newell and Andrew Penney were walking in 
West Village, Seal Island, when they noticed a medium-sized bird scratching and digging 
in the enriched soil of an unplanted garden patch. The bird was very tame, or 
exhausted, and could be approached within a few metres, although it flicked its tail, and 
made harsh calls that they attributed to nervousness. They immediately recognized it as 
similar to an American Robin, although more "lanky" (WK), but with very different 
plumage. All agreed that it had a gray head and rump, reddish-brown back, blackish 
tail, and underparts with arrow-shaped spots on breast and flanks. They observed and 
discussed it for several minutes, then returned to the nearby bunkhouse to look for it in 
the only field guide available there, the revised edition of the Golden Guide. They soon 
found a reasonable match in the illustration of Fieldfare. However, they felt that the 
bird they observed was not so richly rufous-buffy on the breast. It was not present in 
the garden later in the day, and a casual search of the village area failed to turn it up. 
Later, they examined the illustration in the National Geographic guide, and stated 
emphatically that their bird was more uniformly reddish-brown above, not so heavily 
dark-spotted, and that its upper breast was also not as densely marked as illustrated. 
These qualifications are particularly pertinent, as a worn Fieldfare in spring should be 
less heavily marked than the birds illustrated in their two sources. It is worth noting 
that the Fieldfare that spent the latter part of winter in New Brunswick was still 
present there at the time of sighting of the Seal Island bird. 

ACADIAN FLYCATCHER 

On t\lay 18, Eric Mills found an Acadian Flycatcher on Brier Island, repeating last 
ye~r's occurrence on that island. He alone_ observed it at 10-20 m for I½ minutes, after 
which IAM and AAM were able to observe 1t at greater ranges for a few more minutes. 
Eric Mills sent the following salient details. "All agreed that dorsally it was strikingly 
gree_nish with a grayish cast, paler and more uniform in tone than in our usual 
emp1donaces, without noticeable darkening on the nape or crown. The greenish sides of 
the head did not contrast markedly with the throat. The breast and underparts were 
conspicuously whitish, with extensive yellowish on the flanks (ELM,IAM). The narrow eye 
ring ~nd wing bars (which were not broad and 'flashy') were off-white, perhaps with a 
greemsh cast (ELM). Unfortunately, bill size could not be fully appreciated at the 
ranges of observation, but it was certainly not stubby like a Least Flycatcher's. The 
bird, like last year's, after making sallies up to 5 m off the ground, returned to perch in 
the op~n with win?tips drooped below the tail base. Its long, broad, even-sided tail was 
only flicked occas10nally. MacLean heard an apparent call note, unlike that of either 
Least or Alder, but was uncertain of its exact characteristics. It appears that this 
species may be among the regular spring overshoots; our experience indicates that it is 
quite distinctive and readily identified." 

Eric Mills for IAM, AAM 
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IAN'S PHOTOGRAPHS 

Is it possible to throw caution to the wind and declare this as our first 
photographically confirmed Thayer's Gull? It was found February 2, in Glace Bay (see 
April issue), where both it and the nearby "Kumlien's" were photographed by Ken 
McKenna. Its dark eye is a necessary, although not exclusive, feature of this species, 
and the pale undersides of its primaries (visible above its right wing tip) of course also 
eliminate Herring Gull. Its general shape and 'jizz' are not too informative, although it 
seems to me to have a slightly more "dished" forehead and longer primary extension than 
do our typical "Kumlien's Gulls". I have given the accompanying "Kumlien's " print 
exactly the same exposure, and its mantle does appear a shade paler. Perhaps its most 
convincing features are the decidedly black, not merely charcoal, primaries, and its very 
extensively dark head. Although some "Kumlien's" can be quite mottled, I don't think I 
have seen one that is so heavily "hooded" down to the upper breast. This is a feature 
of some, but not all, Thayer's. The observers thought it a little smaller than the 
accompanying "Kumlien's" Gull. Although Thayer's does average larger, there is much 
overlap_ between the two. · 
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BIRDING CAPE SABLE 

JOAN CZAPALAY 

Perhaps the best year round birding in Canada may be found here on Cape Sable 
Island and the adjacent Cape Sable Light station. 

To reach this area proceed south west from Halifax on Highway 103 and 3. Turn 
south on Route 330 at the Barrington Passage Irving Station to take the causeway to the 
main island. This causeway is about one kilometre long. Put on your blinker lights and 
proceed slowly. Here on the western side you may at times see all species of common 
sea ducks; Scoters, Eiders, Scaup, Goldeneye and occasionally alcids. Look to the east 
for lurking herons along the coast; loons, cormorants (Double-crested have been seen here 
every month of the year), and grebes. As you approach the Island check for Dovekies in 
the bay, and scan the beach for small gulls; Laughing gull, Iceland gull, Common Black
headed are all good possibilities here. 

The main island is shaped like a squared hour-glass; the road around it making a 
figure eight. If you take the main road to the left (the third road to the left after 
leaving the causeway) be sure to check the feeders at #46. There are bushes and shrubs 
here which frequently shelter Cardinals and several species of sparrows and finches. 
There is a pond for domestic ducks just before # 180 where turkeys are raised. One kind 
of fowl seems to attract another, so look over the field and fences before going to 
Cripple Creek Wharf, about 6km. from Barrington Passage. Turn left at the sign which 
says " D. Waybret Fisheries Ltd.". Continue past the fish plant and on to the dirt road 
where you may tum, after looking for Harlequin Ducks in the Bay, stray visitors on the 
road and a possible Ivory gull in the sky. (They have been reported here but remain 
"unconfirmed".) 

Bull's Head wharf is another 2.5km farther south. In winter go here for Iceland 
, Gulls, Great Cormorants, and King Eider. . If you tire of looking seaward, stop at 
#1457, where a great collection of feeders attracts birds all year. We can't promise a 
Prothonalary Warbler every April, or a White-crowned, Chipping, White-throated, and Song 
Sparrow all feeding together with Northern .Juncos and the Oregan variety every day, but 
this is a good place to check regularly; as are the feeders behind the Stoney Island Post 
Office, on the right well before Bull's Head. This is where the Summer Tanager, Blue 
Grosbeak, and Indigo Bunting "hung out" together in April, 1996. 

Stoney Island Beach is an area of white sand edged with Marram grass and backed 
by a salt water pond called Baker's Inlet. Scan the sky here for hawks, the grassland 
and bushes for tired rarities and the dunes for Piping Plover. Many nesting pairs could 
be seen and heard here in the early 1970's, but in recent years they have all but 
disappeared. If you walk in the area during nesting season, be sure to walk along the 
water's edge, or follow the rather rough roadway. Check the Savannah Sparrows here 
for an Ipswitch, and watch for the flat head of a Grasshopper Sparrow. When you come 
back out the beach road you may want to stop at the corner to see the visiting Barnacle 
Geese. They "came from away", having been released in Connecticut several years ago, 
and are regular tourists here. Cemeteries are always good spots to check, as are the 
feeders just across from the Stoney Island Cemetery at # t S48. You now will be driving 
along Baker's Flat. The Ruddy Duck has been a visitor here, as have other interesting 
waterfowl. Wood Ducks may visit the domestic ducks which are raised in this area. 

Everywhere on Cape Sable Island there are Mourning Doves. They are now almost 
as common as the Starlings, Herring, Black-backed Gulls and Crows. Ring-necked 
Pheasants have multiplied in recent years, due in part to our relatively mild and snow 
free winters. When Halifax has a snowstorm, Cape Sable Island may be having rain and 
fog. This southernmost tip of Nova Scotia has its climate moderated by the Gulf 
Stream, putting us in the same "growing zone" (#6) as the Niagara Peninsula. If you 
missed seeing the pheasants at Stoney Island beach, they may be seen in door yards 
posing as lawn ornaments. When you reach the Stop sign, having stopped briefly across 
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from Baker's flat at the gravel pit- site of a former fox farm- to check for 
woodpeckers and puddle ducks, you will have completed the north eastern part of the 
loop. 

The geology of the island is an east west rather than north south split. You will 
tum south at the stop sign for about 100 metres before turning left towards South Side. 
The eastern part of the island has beautiful extensive sand beaches, the rock being 
mainly gneiss/schist. The western half of the island, excluding the Light, is mainly 
igneous rock especially granite of the Plutonic period. 

The soil on Cape Sable Island is highly acidic. It nurtures a variety of heath 
plants, alders, tamarack, black spruce and carnivorous plants. Orchids and trailing 
arbutus abound in June. Bake Apples in July and mushrooms in a few spots in the fall. 
We have many species of ferns in Shelburne County but the Cinnamon is most prevalent 
on this island and the sweet-soil loving Ostrich Fern is not (to my knowledge) to be 
found here. 

The South West Nova Birders believe the southern part of Cape Sable Island to be 
akin to Point 'Pelee in variety of bird species, but please don't tell anyone, because we 
don't want invasions of great numbers of tickers and listers imported like the starlings 
taking the nesting sites of indigenous birders and disturbing the serenity with their noise 
and flocking behaviors. 

After proceeding .6km towards South Side you will see a gravel pull off to the left 
across from a small white shed. Here you may enjoy some of the SoWest Nova Birdets 
trails through the alder thicket. We sometimes have Woodcock here, Boreal and Black 
capped Chickadees, Purple Finch and American Goldfinch, several species of sparrows and 
during migration a ~reat variety of warblers. 

As you continue south you may want to take time to visit the housing development 
where there are several feeders on the corner. About 3½km from the Centreville Stop 
sign turn left on a dirt road past a white bungalow. The lane is short, .2km, but very 
rough. It leads to the Reservoir pond- sometimes stopping place for Spotted, Solitary 
and/or Stilt Sandpipers and plover. Vireos and warblers hang out in the surrounding 
alders. The top of the small hill, one of our many drumlins deposited by the last 
glacier, gives a great view of the South Side marsh. Watch for large raptors including 
Turkey Vultures here and cl1eck the turning area itself for a Field Sparrow or other 
visitor. 

After leaving the Reservoir the marsh on vour left should be scanned for night 
herons, bitterns and egrets. You may pull your ~ehicle in beside the Lobster plug shop 
on your left. Take the road to Dani's I-lead just past the fire hall, pull well to the 
right, put on your flashing lights and slow down. Warning: large transports hauling fish 
travel this road frequently. Be sure to stay well to the side and use your lights. 
Great, Snowy and Cattle Egrets are regular visitors, Night ·Herons Jnd Great Blue Herons 
are day-time residents, and killdeer call this "Home". 'fhe beach may still have several 
Piping Plover pairs and the grasses hide the many sparrows, which are often found in 
stacked lobster pots. The shore birds arrive in summer and early fall in great numbers. 
The Black-bellied Plover often have a Lesser Golden Plover in their midst. Migration 
time in 1994 brought a rare Bar-tailed Godwit to this spot and in 1993 a flock of 
sixteen Pectoral Sandpipers. A Gull-billed Tern and several phalaropes have been 
admired from the bridge road. This is the best spot on the island to look for Snowy 
Owls. One or sometimes two are fairly regular winter visitors to the old South Side 
ball field. When proceeding towards the wharf, stop and check under and around the 
transport parking area where migrants take shelter from storms and predators by hiding 
under the 18- wheelers. Frequently winter flocks of Horned Larks, Lapland Longspurs and 
Snow Buntings are found here, and early spring storms may bring surprises- Rufous-sided 
Towhee, Blue Grosbeak, Swainson's Thrush. Gulls abound as do sea-ducks off the wharf. 
At the corner you may notice a snow fence lined with cut trees to hold the dunes- good 
perches for Short-cared Owls or Peregrine Falcons. 

The tiny clumps of trees and bushes shelter tired birds and the bleak landscape may 
reward you with a tanager, oriole or _jewel-like warbler. Two of our club members 
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Johnny and Sandra Nickerson live at 1127 South Side where they maintain an excellent 
variety of feeders. They may be able to tell you the location of rarities in the area as 
they check almost every day. To get to our most southerly tip turn left across from 
Stoddard's Convenience store just across from Evergreen Cemetery. You are now on 
Hawk Road. When you reach the marsh stop and check for rails and bittern in the 
ditches on the right and ·vellowlegs and herons (Gt. Blue and occasionally Tricoloured) to 
the left . A Pied-billed Grebe may be swimming in the inlet, semi-resident Brant in the 
bay towards Clark's Harbour and Black Ducks year around. Turn left at Atlantic Hall 
and especially check the feeders behind Mr. Cunningham's house (#38). He allows 
birders to park in his yard to observe his feeders, and often has Cardinals, Baltimore 
Orioles, Trashers as well as a good variety of sparrows and finches. Past here the 
paved road branches straight ahead to the Beach, but if you would like to try another of 
our "hot spot" trails take the right branch and pull off after . !km. Here is a narrow 
path nearly hidden by alders which will take you to the Hole, a small pond. Walk in 
cautiously for there are two other ponds, one on each side, and here you may find a 
Wood Duck, Blue-gray Gnatcatcher, Great-crested Flycatcher, Orange-crowned,Cape May 
and Mourning Warblers, and both water thrushes!! A Louisiana and American could be 
seen together here in August 1996. Return to the Beach and check it carefully, 
especially during migration. A Northern Wheatear spent some time here in October of 
'95 and both Scarlet Tanager and Parula Warbler have been seen here on the shore. 
Focus on Green Knoll, the rocky thrum jutting into the sea. It is a good perch for 
Peregrines and Mertins (looking for exotic cuisine no doubt), and Goshawks, Turkey 
Vultures and Gyrfalcons may be seen flying overhead. Northern Harriers are resident 
here and hunt the shoreline regularly. As the tide recedes, the remnants of a forest 
appear on the beach reminding us of the rising ocean and shrinking land mass on which 
we stand. Common Eider, Oldsquaw, Goldeneye and all three Scoters, Black, Surf and 
White-winged are all fairly common along here and Black Guillemots and Northern 
Gannets do fly-bys. 

The best place to view Brant is to go back across the Hawk Road to the New 
Testament Baptist Church hill. Thousands of birds congregate in the channel between 
here and Cape Light during migration in April and some may be seen from March until 
the fall. If you turn right as you come off the hill (heading south again) you will see 
the green buildings of Seaglobe Lobster Pound. This is a wonderful spot to view 
shorebirds. All of the regulars feed here at low tide, and are visited by the somewhat 
uncommon Marbled and Hudsonian Godwits, Curlew Sandpipers, Whimbrel and American 
Oystercatcher. The field may have Bobolinks or the rarer Upland Plover and a yellow 
crowned Night Heron could be lurking behind the wharf. From here you may be able to 
get someone with a boat to take you to Cape Light for a price. There is no set price 
but be prepared to pay from twenty to fifty dollars a couple depending on how much 
equipment you have. The trip will also depend on the tides and should be made about 
two hours before high, so you can be taken off within two hours after high, as the 
channel is quite shallow and rocky. Enquire at the Shell station in Clark's Harbour or 
ask one of the SoWest Birders for a contact. Since there are now fewer buildings on 
the Light, we believe, if your time is limited you have as good a chance of adding 
rarities to your list by birding the Hawk and other parts of the main island. However, 
if you are an island lover as is this writer, ask your boatman to drop you at Steven's 
Cove on the northeastern end of the sand spit which is what the approximate 5km long 
by .8km wide island really is. At the landing you may wish to visit the eastern 
extremities to look towards the sea for Shearwaters, Guillemots and Gannets. If your 
time is limited look around at the Point for Short-eared Owls which nested here and 
brought off young successfully in 1996. Please stay on the beach or tractor path as 
these beautiful creatures nest on the ground and are vulnerable to gull predation if 
disturbed. The tractor road will lead you past the marsh and swampy pasture to a 
camp, owned by the son of former light keepers, Sidney and Betty June Smith. You may 
rest here and there is an outbuilding-toilet beside the camp, a good shelter from the cold 
wind which often blows in from the ocean. (note: do bring warm and waterproof 
clothing and do have sturdy plastic bags for your gear. Carry as little as possible in the 
boat, but a bottle of drinking water and emergency food, matches and knife and candle 
are a good idea. You don't need a compass here!) There is another small camp nearby, 
and it is not far from Locke Smith's camp to the lighthouse, the most southerly light on 
Canada's east coast. Before you reach the light, you reach THE Forest. There are 
several stunted spruce trees, some bushes and a large rock, which after a storm may 
host Yellow-breasted Chat, Rufous- Sided Towhee, Brown Thrasher and various thrushes 
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warblers. The area around the light is a good feeding place for water Pipits and winter 
birds such as Longspurs, Buntings and Larks. Not far beyond the light is the cove called 
Isaac Cow Died. All of the swampy pasture area may have any number of herons, 
egrets, bitterns, almost always Yellowlegs and if you are lucky an Ibis. Terns, both 
Common and Arctic, used to nest in large numbers on both sides of the sand spit, but 
they have become less common in recent years. As you approach the grassy western 
dunes you may find Bank Swallows on the dune faces, as well as dowitchers, sandpipers 
and plover. This is where your boat may pick you up for a return to Cape Sable Island. 

Heading north west from here you will find Geneva's restaurant which welcomes 
birders. Ask for a window table, where you can observe Great Blue Herons, an 
occasional Green Heron, Belted Kingfishers, egrets, ducks and geese in the bay across the 
road. Check out the lawns in town (this is one of the smallest towns in N.S. but a 
town never-the-less) and visit the ball field. It is a favorite stop for cattle egrets and 
in 1994 a Hudsonian Godwit stayed near third base for a couple of weeks, kindly waiting 
for our Christmas Count before heading for home plate. A trip to the town wharf may 
yield an unusual duck or a pied-billed Grebe in with the domestic ducks. 

Little Flat Island is near the wharf. You will need a small boat to take you across 
(about 2 minutes). Inquire about transportation at the Shell garage. This is a great hot 
spot for all birds in migration. 

After you leave town, and pass a sign marked Orion wharf (West Head Wharf- a 
good spot for Alcids in winter) stop by a fill site to look at Isiah's Pond. A Green
backed Heron has stayed here, and Night Herons are fairly regular. Check these trees 
for Egrets also. 

Murray Newell, one of the most enthusiastic of the South West Nova Birders has 
some good feeding stations at his home in Newellton. A Northern Mockingbird is a 
frequent visitor. He too can give you information on what birds are being seen in our 
area if you call 745-3340. Also listen to the N.S. Chat line 852-2428 as Murray sends in 
reports regularly for all of us. 

In Centreville across from the C.S.I. school is Greenwood's Boat shed. Grebes and 
Common Merganser may be here as well as American Bittern and Yellowlegs, once seen 
keeping company with a Wilson's Phalarope which mimicked its every move. Killdeer and 
Willets will be seen and heard in season here. 

You are almost at the end of your journey as you travel the north west part of the 
loop- especially beautiful as the sun sets over the water. Raptors may catch the last of 
the light- Mertins, Kestrels, Sharp-shinned and Red-tailed Hawks have not noticably 
reduced the number of Starlings seen as you travel the Island. You will want to return 
many times to this beautiful, bird-abundant "sea-island". 
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NEW RARE BIRO ALERT 

As is usual every second year the RARE BlRD ALERT is about 
to be reorganized. We wm start again from "scratch" as many 
participants have left, returned or newly joined since 1996 when last it 
was done. Any member in tbt~oeidy may be on the R.B.A. bid m1.tst 
assume,;dle responsibilitiesror passing OD the messages immediately, 
leaving m8nge11ttl:?AL BACK (so~times several times) when 
contacts are difficult to ke. 

If you wish to be on the al 
and/or home telephone numbers 
to: 

James Taylbr 
69 Woodlawn Road 
Dartmoqtli~ N.S •. B2W lSl 

1f you live outside the Metro area, you may stm be included as 
long as you are willing to take collect telephone calls. 

THE DEADLINE IS September I, 1997 
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This AM. CROW seems to have chosen a novel means of staking 
out Its territory. Photo Ken McKenna. 

Among good numbers of ORCHARD ORIOLES that visited 
us this spring was this young male that sipped at 
Patricia Steele's hummingbird feeder in Mahone Bay, 
May 20. 
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A FOND FAREWELL 

from the Editor 

When I deliver the copy of this July 1997 issue of Nova Scotia Birds to the 
printer, it will be my last responsibility as Editor-in-Chief. This edition will be my 
sixty-sixth in twenty-two years- as well as twenty-two Fall Flyers. Time for a change ... 

The editorial "task" has been a delight for me for it has brought me into contact 
with very many people of interesting and diverse personalities. Some were Bird Society 
Members and some were not, some were from Nova Scotia but others were from the rest 
of Canada, the United States, the United Kingdom, Europe and Australia. However, best 
of all has been the rapport with those with whom I have worked- the Seasonal, Records, 
Photographic and Christmas Count Editors. I have been fortunate indeed to have had 
such fine associates. 

Thinking about "the old days" brings to mind the first of those; Phyllis Dobson, or 
(PRO) who took over the then "Newsletter" from the late Lloyd MacPherson. For ten 
years she did it all until the number of members (and reports) necessitated assistance. 
C.R.K. (Charlie) Allen, \Bob Lamberton and R.G.B. (Dick) Brown were soon joined by 
myself and Eric Mills. In 1979 Ian McLaren came aboard, followed in the eighties by 
Francis Spalding, Richard Stern, Keith Keddy, Dave Currie and Peter Payzant as older (in 
experience if not in age) editors retired and the board was increased. Bev Sarty came 
next to " do ducks", followed recently in that job by Fred Dobson. When Dick Brown 
retired in 1996 after twenty-two years of "doing pelagics" Sylvia Fullerton became our 
newest editor. - A parc'lde of tremendous personalities, all different and all with their 
own style which I feel keeps the Bird Reports lively and varied. 

In 1984 Bob Dickie took over the onerous Records Editor position from Phyllis- and 
he kept on doing it for ten years when he handed it over to the incumbent Wendie Tay. 

We have been extremely fortunate in our Photographic Editors- Rosemary Eaton, 
Ralph Connor and Ian McLaren. Again all three excellent photographers but with 
different styles and ideas, all adding variety to the product. 

Lloyd McPherson presided over the Christmas Counts for years and was followed by 
the late Ross Anderson, helped by his wife Mary. On, his untimely death Mary did them 
l!lone for a while until Dave Currie arrived and became interested in assisting. Eventually 
Dave assumed total responsibility, not only for co-ordinating the counts but computerizing 
Ross 's extensive statistics on provincial counts which Mary presented to the Sanctuary 
and Scholarship Trust Fund. 

Our cover designs have been elegant and artistic thanks to many of our members 
but especially to those who contributed many designs over the years- Robert McQueston, 
Chris Naugler, Azor Vienneau and of course Bob Dickie who drew the first coloured 
cover in 1987 and whose oil paintings in color have graced the magazine several times 
since then. His beautiful black and white bird studies have appeared both as cover 
designs and page "decorations" over the years. 

LOOKING BACK it has been a great twenty-two year's association and I thank all 
the editors for making it so. 

LOOKING FORWARD let me wish the best of luck to the new Editor and to the 
future of Nova Scotia Birds. 

Shirley Cohrs Editor-in-chief 
Nova Scotia Birds 
(Retiring) 
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FORTHCOMING FIELD TRIPS 

Pl_ease phone the field trip leader ahead of time to register for a trip. This way n(i trip 
w_1ll be _over-subscribed and you can be contacted if it is cancelled. 
Field tnp leaders should submit their field trip report to : 

Sat. 9 

Sat. 9 

Sat.16 

Sat. 23 

AUGUST 

Shirley Cohrs, Editor 
Nova Scotia Birds 
8 Rosemount A venue 
Halifax, N.S. B3N 1X8 

Yarmouth Area: Leader, Eric Ruff, tel. (h) 902-742-8145 or (w) 902-742-
5539. Meet at the Wendy'sffim Horton's restaurant at 8:30am. Bring a 
lunch and suitable footwear for rocky and wet walking. 

Pictou County (to be confirmed): Leader, Ken McKenna, tel. 902-752-
7644. Meet at the Blue Acres Esso off Exit 25 on the Trans Canada 
Highway 104 at 8:30 a.m. Explore a variety of habitats including 
Middle River Dyke and Powell Point Park. Bring a lunch. Boots may be 
neccessary. 

President's Field Day, Crescent and Cherry Hill Beaches, 
Lunenburg County: Lise'Cohrs-Bell, tel. 902-477-6036. Meet 
at 9:30 in the parking area at the entrance to Crescent Beach 
and bring a lunch. Enjoy a leisurely morning walk and 
shorebird extravaganza on Crescent Beach. In the afternoon 
join the group for a challenging 6 km. hike up Cherry Hill 
beach searching for interesting migrating shorebirds. 

Point Michaud. Cape Breton: Leaders, George Di gout tel. 902-535-35 I 6 
and Billy Di gout 902-535-2513. Meet at 9a.m. at the Dept. of Transport 
building, Highway 4 and PointMichaud turnoff, St. Peters. It is a good idea 
to wear boots if rainy. Lunch at George and Sharon Digout's 
home. (Alternate weather day Sun. Aug.24). 
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Matthew's Lake. Shelburne County (to be confirmed): Leader. David 
Young. tel. 902-656-2225. Meet at the parking lot at Hemeon's Head at 
I 1:30 a.m. To get there. take Highway I 03 to exit 23. Go south for 2 miles 
(3.6 km) until the end of the road is reached at Hemeon's Head 
(approximately 2 1/2 hours from Halifax).Wear waterproof boots or be 
prepared to wade barefoot for a short distance. Walking distance is about 5-
6 miles in 3-4 hours. Don't forget sunscreen. 

SEfYTEMBER 

Aug.29-.Sept. l (Labour Day Weekend) 

Sat.6 

Sat.13 

Sun. 14 

Sat. 20 

Bon Portage Island: Leader, Joan Czapalay (July) tel.902-348-2803: 
(mid-Aug) contact B.P.I. tel. 902-637-7699 between 6 and 8 
p.m. Departure at 6p.m. Prospect Point Wharf, Shag Harbour, aboard the 
little Jordan. There is a fee for the boat trip and accomodation on the 
island.Bring your own food, drinking water, sleeping gear. a flashlight and 
sheet for the mattress pads. There are nettles. swamps and rocks on the i 
island so jeans and waterproof footwear are a good idea. (All gear 
must be handled in and out of boats six times, so pack wisely.Label your 
waterproof garbage bags!). B.P.I. can produce wonderful "regular rarities" 
like Blue-winged and Prairie Warblers! In the event of a hurricane or high 
seas, we will bird land- accessible Cape Sable Island, and take in western 
Shelburne County. Low cost accomodations are available. 

Hartlen Point - Eastern Shore, Halifax County: Leader, Peter MacLeod, tel. 
902-852-1228 (Meet at old golf club entrance at 8am. Birds we arc likely 
to see include flycatchers. finches, sandpipers and migrating warblers. Wear 
all-weather footwear. 

Minas Basin, Ponds and Woods, Kings County (to be confirmed): Leader 
Richard Stern, tel. 902-678-1975. Meet at 8:30 am. at the gate of the lower 
end of Blomidan Provincial Park. Bring a picnic lunch. The trip will end at 
dusk. Hopefully we will see some woodland species, waterfowl and late 
migrating shorebirds. 

Northumberland Shore, Cumberland County : Leader, Stu Tingley, tel. 506-
532-0885. Meet at IO a.m. in Tidnish at the bridge over the Tidnish River 
(Rte. 366).The trip will end at Port Howe at approximately 4:00 p.m. Bring 
lunch. 

Stellarton/New Glasgow : Pictou County Naturalists' Club. ( to be 
confirmed). Leader, Ken McKenna. tel. 902-752-7644 Note; The NS Bird 
Society meeting takes place in Pictou County on Friday 19. 
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OCTOBER 

Sat.4 Hartlen Point. Leader. Peter MacLeod, tel.902-852-1228 
Meet at 8am. at the old golf club entrance. Enjoy shorebirds and 
late warblers. 

Oct.11-13 Thanksgiving Weekend 

Sat. 18 

Sat 8 

Sat.29 

Sat. I 0 

Brier Island: Leader, Fulton Lavender, tel. 902-455-4966. Meet at the 
parking lot of Brier Island Lodge on Sat. at 7 am. Enjoy fall migrants, 
hawk-watching and owling, if weather permits. 

Changing of the Yard, Cape Breton: Leader Junior Metcalf, tel. 902-849-
5054. Meet in the parking lot of the former Heavy Water Plant in Glace 
Bay at 8 am. Look for gnatcatchers and late and unusual fall warblers. 

NOVEMBER 

Northern Head, Cape Breton. Leader, Alan Murrant. tel 902-737-2684. 
Meet in the parking lot of the former Heavy water plant at 8 am. Be 
prepared for a I 1/2 hour rugged hike. Dress warmly. Look for early winter 
birds and sea ducks. 

Hartlen Point.Halifax County: Leader. Fulton Lavender, tel. 902-455-4966. 
meet at 7:30 am at the old entrance to the golf course. Look for late 
fall migrants and early winter surprises. (Alternate weather day Sun. Nov. 
30). 

DECEMBER 

Christmas Birds Counts. Watch for announcements of the count dates in 
your area. Organisers are always happy to have new participants. 

JANUARY 

Sewer Stroll I. Halifax/Dartmouth area: Leader, Fulton Lavender. tel. 902-
455-4966. Meet at Hartlen Point, old golf club entrance at 8 am. 
This is an all day trip which ends at Herring Cove via Bedford. Look for 
some of the birds seen in the Christmas Count. (Alternate weather day 
Sun. I I). 

Ideas and suggestions for future field trips are welcome. You do not need to be an 
expert to lead a field trip; you just need to share your favourite birding hotspots. Any 
questions or suggestions should be directed to the interim Field Trip Coordinator:- Joan 
Czapalay tel. 902-348-2803, Port Greville, NS, B0M IT0 or tel. 902-455-9892, 2720 
Northwood Terrace, Halifax, NS, B3K 3S8 
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MESSING ABOUT WITH BIRDS 

NOW THEY SPLIT ... (see Nova Scotia Birds, January issue, 1997) 

BACK THEN THEY LUMPED ... (the following appeared in Nova Scotia Birds ten years 
ago. 

CHANGING BIRD NAMES - A NEW GAME 

April, 1987 
(from: Birder's Guide to Rio Grande Valley & Texas by James Lane 

printed here by permission of L & P Press, Denver, Colorado) 

The nomenclature committee of the American Ornithological Union (AOU) continually 
publishes new names for American birds. The American Birding Association (ABA) also 
has gotten into the act with some changes of their own, and the authors of bird books 
compound this confusion by using whatever names turn them on. 

The purpose of the name changes is to reflect current research in the grouping of 
families and genera and to have names which correspond to those in use by the 
worldwide community of scientists. At least, that is what we are led to believe. 
Actually, it is a game, and points are scored as follows: 

ONE POINT - For simple changes, such as adding Northern or Common to an existing 
name, for changing American to Common, or vice versa. 

TWO POINTS - For changes that lump two species, such as Snow Goose and Blue Goose. 
Extra points may be awarded, depending upon the outcry from birders. 

THREE POINTS - For changes that lump three species, such as the flickers or juncos. 

FOUR POINTS - Since so few people, including scientists, know Latin names, changes in 
this category rarely rate more than four points. 

FIVE POINTS - Because lumping is currently the fad, there is some controversy about 
the number of points to be earned by splitting a species. However, most members of the 
nomenclature committees will begrudgingly give up to five points for a split, such as 
Alder and Willow Flycatchers. 

SIX POINTS - For deleting a personal name, such as changing Wied's Flycatcher to 
Brown-crested Flycatcher. Of course, there is a vain hope that the next time around 
they will rename the species after you instead of the original guy. 

SEVEN POINTS - For picking a confusing name that sounds like several others. For 
example: Yellowthroat, Yellow-throated Warbler, Yellow-throated Vireo, and Yellow
rumped Warbler. 

EIGHT POINTS - For an ambiguous name that conveys no image at all, such as 
Magnificent Hummingbird or Elegant Trogon. 

NINE POINTS - For naming a bird after its least-conspicuous field mark, such as Ring
necked Duck, Band-tailed Pigeon, or Gray-breasted Jay. 

TEN POINTS For selecting a name that is longer than the bird, such as Northern 
Beardless Tyrannulet. 

[It was ever thus, Ed.] 



44 

A LAZULI BUNTING ON SEAL ISLAND: 

FIRST PROVINCIAL SIGHT RECORD. 

Blake Maybank 
Ken McKenna 

On September 30, 1996, a group of us were on Seal Island, part of a week-long 
stay. The day before we had endured southerly gales, and lots of rain in the p.m. Our 
list of land-birds on the 29th was understandably poor; we saw but a single warbler ( a 
Common Yellowthroat), and a few Savannah and Song Sparrows. We were hoping for an 
improvement on the 30th. 

Overnight the wind shifted to the west, and the skies cleared. Through the day 
there was a noticeable arrival of birds, and we were busy from dawn to dusk. Some of 
the highlights were: 
- four species of vireo, including 3 Philadelphia and I Warbling; 
- thirteen species of warbler, the best being a Blue-winged, three Praries, and 12 
western race Palm Warblers; 
- three Indigo Buntings, 2 Dickcissels, and an Eastern Towhee; 
- ten species of sparrow, including five Clay-coloreds; and 
- 40 Bobolink and four Baltimore Orioles and a House Finch. 

Typically, given the western winds, there was a western flavour to the species 
present. 

Late in the morning on the 30th we decided to hike around the north end of Seal 
Island, to get a better feel for the extent of the bird arrival. We also intended to use 
the occasion to mark some trails from the island edge through the thick forest to small 
clearings inside, which sometimes shelter migrant birds. 

Several hundred meters shy of the north end of the island, on the eastern shore, 
we blazed a trail into a clearing, and we immediately stopped when we sighted a small 
bunting on the top of a low snag, five feet or so above the ground. Although the bird 
was, in size and shape, similar to an Indigo Bunting, we both instinctively felt there was 
something different. This feeling was reinforced by having already sighted 2 immature 
Indigo Buntings that same morning (another was seen in the afternoon), all of which we 
quickly and comfortably identified as Indigo Buntings. 

The bird before us in the clearing presented, in a sense, no field marks. Overall it 
appeared drab and uniform, with wing-bars the only feature that stood out. Blake began 
dictating a description of the bird onto his tape recorder, and Ken got his camera out to 
try to get a photo. For several minutes, as we watched from about 20 feet away, the 
bird remained on the snag, silent, but vigorously pumping and jerking its tail, sometimes 
up and down, at other times looping it side to side. We thought it an odd behaviour, 
but it is apparently typical of Passerina buntings. 

We noted the following: 
Upper-parts, including the head, wings, back, and tail, uniform medium greyish

brown, imparting a coldness to the plumage; 
tips of the tertiaries and secondaries tipped buffy-white, forming two readily 

apparent wing-bars; 
- primaries faintly edged with buffy-white: 
- eye dark; 

two-toned bill, upper mandible dark, almost black, while the lower mandible 
lighter in tone, medium-gray; 
- throat, belly, vent, and undertail pale gray, completely unstreaked; and 
- breast slightly darker than the belly, and brownish, with a warm cast. It was 
unstreaked. 

In summary, a very uniform bird, cold greyish-brown above, warm brownish-gray on 
the breast, unstreaked underparts, and two obvious buffy-white wing bars. 

These marks do not add up to a striking bird, but we were excited nonetheless. 
We did not have a good angle for a photograph, but when we moved to secure a better 
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vantage point, the bird flew a short distance away, further into the clearing. 
Unfortunately, we were unable to relocate the bird, even though it had not appeared to 
have flown far, or to deep cover. It was not seen again. 

As noted above, there was a distinct western bias to the birds we saw on the 30th; 
for example, all 12 of the Palm Warblers we saw that day were pale western birds. In 
contrast, the next day, October 1, with NW winds, we saw 150 Palm Warblers, all of the 
eastern race, except two western Palms which apparently lingered in the lobster pots . 

. After the sighting, references were consulted regarding autumn immature Passerina 
buntings. Short of photographs and in-the-hand examinations, it's apparent there are 
three features that reliably separate immature autumn Lazuli Buntings from other species 
in the genus (Indigo, Painted, and Varied): buffy-whlte wing bars; unstreaked underparts 
and warm buffy breast; lind "cold" greyish-brown upper-parts. All three field-marks are 
discernable in the field, given good views, which we had. In light of the foregoing, we 
are comfortable with the identification of our bird as a Lazuli Bunting, the first such 
sighting for Nova Scotia. 

Lazuli Bunting is certainly a valid candidate for vagrancy, and it's occurrence here 
has been anticipated. Although a breeding-plumaged spring male would be unequivocal, 
and a crowd-pleaser to boot, dull autumn immature birds such as we saw are more 
expected, and should be watched for in future. Don't casually dismiss autumn immature 
Indigo Buntings! 

NEW EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 

As yet we have no new Editor-in-Chief. Anyone interested in discussing this 

position should contact the President Lise Cohrs Bell at (902) 477-6036 ( 8 Rosemount 

Ave., Halifax, N. S. B3N 1X8) or the retiring Editor, Shirley Cohrs at (902) 688-2131 

(R.R. #1 Petite Riviere, Luo. Co., N.S. BOJ 2PO). It is not necessary that the editor be 

based in the Metro Area. 
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MYSTERY BIRD 

Blake Maybank will have to help us identify this bird, 
photographed (as we sometimes see them) in strong back 
light in the thick woods of Seal Island. However, we 
might try guessing. In the original, It has an olive-brown 
back, and whitish underparts. Does that help? 

BIRD MAGAZINES 

Al Bradshaw has a mint set of Wild Bird magazines 

dating from 1988 to 1994 

He wishes to donate them to anyone interested. 

He may be contacted at: 

244 Ocean View Drive 
P. 0. Box 800 
Parrsboro, Nova Scotia 

Phone: (902) 254-2016 

******** 
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ABOUT FIELD TRIP REPORTS 

When the answers to the questionnaire sent in the July 1993 issue of Nova Scotia 
Birds came in, they showed one of the features most eagerly sought out and read was 
the Field Trip Reports. 

Most of the "old hands" at leading trips faithfully send in their trip descriptions at 
the right time, and they have proved to be informative, topical, interesting and even 
amusing at times. 

Some other leaders have not sent in reports at all, or if they have, they are 
beyond the deadline and had to be held over for a subsequent issue at which time they 
are not so interesting. Should the leader not be willing or able to write a report, 
he/she should designate another participant to do so. To help new leaders write their 
reports, here are a few tips on doing an interesting Field Trip Report. 

1. Have it in before the deadline for the first issue after the trip--preferably right 
after the trip. 

2. Include: 
a. name of the trip, the date and the name of the leader. 
b. the weather conditions 
c. an estimate of the number of participants. A complete list is not 

necessary 
d. types of habitat encountered 
e. highlights of the birds seen--any large numbers of species, unusual 

sightings, or interesting behaviour. Again a complete list is not necessary or 
desirable (see above) 

f. comment on the lack of or small numbers of the usual birds. Total number 
of species is interesting. 

g. any amusing happenings-like being stopped by the RCMP, etc. Keep it 
light. 

N.B.: All people write in their own individual style, and that is what makes the reports 
good reading. 

A photograph (slide or print) is always a good addition. Remember to identify the 
people in the picture and send it with the report (NOT to the photographic editor). 

Here's hoping for many interesting reports all being sent in on time. 

--JSC, Ed. 

An EASTERN PHOEBE is an early spring arrival, often 
before there is much evidence of insects in the air. 
Photo--Blake Maybank. 
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FIELD TRIP REPORTS 

Feb. 1 - Harbour Hop, Cape Breton - no report 

Feb. I 5 ( & Jan. 11) - Sewer Strolls 

Once again as in 1996 the sewer strolls of Jan. and Feb. 97 were well attended. 

Sewer stroll number one took place on Saturday, Jan. 11 with 27 participants in 13 
cars attending. Highlights included Red-throated Loon, Pied-billed Grebes, Razorbill, 
Dovekie, Black-legged Kittiwake, Common Grackle and House Finch. The best stops of 
the day were Dartmouth Cove, Sullivan's Pond and Chebucto Hd. The weather turned 
sour by 3:00 p.m. with snow cutting our day short by a couple of hours. 

Sewer stroll number two went as scheduled, despite light rain all day long. Only 
six people attended in four cars. However, more species were recorded than in January. 
Highlights included, King Eider, Lesser Scaup, Orange-crowned Warbler, Yellow-breasted 
Chat, Baltimore Oriole, Red-winged Blackbird, Northern Cardinal, and Pine Grosbeak. 
Best stops included Sullivan's Pond, Tufts Cove and Tribune Head. 

Many thanks to all the participants who took part in the '97 sewer strolls, specially 
to those who stayed to trip's end with the leader. 

See you all next year hopefully with a better winter finch report. 

Fulton Lavender 

March 21 - Owl Prowl, Cape Breton - no report 

April 12 - Eastern Shore 

Eighteen people participated, about average for this annual trip. We first tested 
resolve by walking the length of Martinique Beach and back. We saw very little except 
the beauties of an almost deserted beachscape, delightfully accented by a lone Piping 
Plover. About 15 "Ipswich" Sparrows were about par; this was a good day for them to 
have taken off for Sable Island on light westerlies. An Am. Kestrel and an Osprey were 
probably newly arrived. Then we worked our way back along the shore to 
Lawrencetown, with stops at traditional hot spots. We lingered particularly at the 
fisher's reserve at the end of Causeway Road, where a Golden Eagle had been rumoured 
to be sharing a dead seal with two Bald Eagles. We spent some time scrutinizing a 
hunched eagle perched on Wedge Island, almost a kilometre away, deciding first that it 
was a Golden Eagle, then an Osprey (it really was oddly plumaged), and finally 
confirming it as a young Bald Eagle. Some of us stopped at Sullivan's Pond to add the 
lingering Pied-billed Grebe and Am. Wigeons (no Europeans now). We ended up with 58 
species, unless I've forgotten some. 

Ian McLaren 

April 27 - King's Co. "Pond Hop" 

Perhaps it was because of the fine Sunday afternoon weather, or perhaps it was 
because the trip was a combined NSBS and Blomidon Naturalists Society one, but the 
number of cars that turned up at the I :00 p.m. meeting spot at Grand Pre was rather 
daunting. Nevertheless, everyone followed instructions and stuck together, and the 
weather co-operated by staying sunny and warm. 

We checked out a Red-tailed Hawk's nest on the Acadia campus, but the bird 
didn't appear. But a nearby Merlin and a Bald Eagle, both at nest sites, were more co
operative, and allowed good looks. Then on to the New Minas sewage ponds, where 
there were some Green-winged Teal and some late straggling Iceland Gulls. 

Canard Pond was a highlight, with a very co-operative male Eurasian Wigeon turning 
out to be a "lifer" for veteran member Nellie Snyder, and allowing good comparison with 
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American Wigeon. There were also several Ring-necked Ducks. One car went astray, 
but was fortunate in that they were the only people to find a Lesser Black-backed Gull, 
which had flown by the time the rest of the party arrived. 

Harris's Pond, Canning, proved noteworthy for a rare Hoary Bat, and 6 Painted 
Turtles, but few birds. The trip then ended with 'scope views over the Minas basin at 
high tide, of large numbers of Black Seater, Common Eider, and a Red-throated Loon. 
Despite the almost total lack of passerines, the weather co-operated, the ducks were 
good, and everyone enjoyed themselves. 

Richard Stern 

May 4 - APBS- no report 

May 8 - Point Edward, C.B. - no report 

May 18 - Hopewell 

Even though May 18 was damp and drizzly, twenty-three birders arrived at the St. 
Columba church parking lot..-to follow leaders Harry and Jean Brennan. There was a 
strong contingent of beginners which was encouraging. 

The group went to a dam in Lorne, where Bobolink, Brown-headed Cowbird, Purple 
Finch, Common Merganser, Kingfisher and Spotted Sandpiper were among other birds 
seen. The next stop was the big marsh at Lorne Station. Along the tracks leading to 
the marsh were lots of Yellow-rumps, Black-and-white Warblers, Ovenbirds, Parulas, 
Black-throated Greens, Northern Waterthrush, Ruby-crowned Kinglet, Brown Creeper, 
Swamp Sparrows, Tree and Barn Swallows. The resident Northern Harrier pair were 
back again, putting on their show as they hunted over the marsh. Snipe and American 
Bittern sounds were identified for the beginners. The Yellow and Common Yell0w-throat 
Warblers put in a brief appearance and some spotted a Sharp-shinned Hawk high in the 
sky as well as a Merlin. A Hermit Thrush at the base of some alders and a small flock 
of Boreal and Black-capped Chickadees were encountered and a Solitary Vireo was heard 
as we moved on to the next stop. 

The next major stop was the same floodplain to one of the tributaries of the East 
River of Pictou that we went into last year. Here, a gentle scratch with a branch on a 
snag that raised a Pileated Woodpecker family last year, brought mama Saw-whet Owl 
out for about a minute. This special moment alone was worth the trip! 

After a couple of stops and the addition of a Magnolia Warbler to our list, we 
stopped at the iron bridge near the church. A Northern Waterthrush was singing; it was 
found and we shared a good view of it. We watched through scopes as a Yellow-bellied 
Sapsucker performed his characteristic drumming, on a metal mailbox in a nearby yard. 
Not to be outdone, a Pileated Woodpecker posed for quite a long time on the trunk of a 
tree and the scopes were swung around to take advantage of this show. Before leaving, 
someone found a grackle nest in a tree cavity and again, with the scope, a bit of the 
bird could be seen sticking out of the nest. 

After lunch break the weather improved and we made our way to the Trafalgar 
area, where Ring-necked Ducks, Kestrel, Palm Warbler and Gray Jay were counted. 
Harry and Jean showed their skills when they pointed out two hard-to-see Spruce 
Grouse, sitting peacefully and well camouflaged. Randy Lauff got quite close to one of 
them for a photo and the bird did not budge. Nellie Snyder remarked that this was the 
first of this species she had seen in fifty years and I think made her trip from 
Lunenburg County even more enjoyable. 

On behalf of the group, our thanks go to Harry and Jean Brennan for their 
experienced leadership and a very worthwhile trip in the Hopewell area .. 

Ken McKenna 
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May 16-19 - Bon Portage - Cancelled due to weather 

May 21 - Halifax County Warbler Walk 

Weather cool, fog and drizzle. 
Soggy underfoot and overhead. 
Party of 21 excited birders. 

There he was, sitting on our feeder after I got back from the Warbler Walk: 
brillant red, strongly curved bill: our resident male Red Crossbill. I wish I could have 
brought him along for the walk, for two reasons: one, we needed more bird species and 
what we found were skulking; two, given the chance, he chews on the buds of our 
Magnolia tree as an after-breakfast snack. 

As for the walk: the weather has been worse, the party never better. We had a 
wonderful time wandering down grass-middled roads well away from the sound and fury 
of the Prospect Road traffic and one or two initial barking dogs. First we heard a 
Downy Woodpecker drumming, and then, right under him, a Ruffed Grouse began, flying 
away noisily as we passed. The woods were dripping wet, and almost bereft of song 
(not even a treesqueek - although there was a Spring Peeper). Only the Whitethroats 
serenaded us from the treetops; the warblers sang only occasionally in a half-hearted 
way ... they mostly gave a soft "tip" and disappeared into the undergrowth. I could 
SWEAR I had a Blackburnian Warbler close at hand, at least twice when he sang for 
brief intervals, but we never spotted him. The same goes for the Bay-breasted. As we 
walked down a slope a large bird flew across the sky ahead of us; the flight was 
unmistakeable. That's two years running we have encountered a Pileated Woodpecker. 
We saw a beautiful Redstart down by Big Indian Lake, upon the calm surface of which 
floated a pair of magnificent Loons. Some Black Ducks flew over, quacking noisily. As 
we walked back up the slope the Black-throated Green Warblers sang all around us, but 
nary a one did we see. A hundred feet from the road a Winter Wren burbled merrily and 
continuously as we walked on. We argued among ourselves how long it would take to 
find the bird in the thick undergrowth where the song came from; we finally agreed all 
one had to do was to walk in, sit down on a rock or a stump, and wait - it was a 
question of "How long?". Farther up the path we encountered some Palm Warblers and a 
Magnolia or two. Boreal Chickadees showed themselves as always, and a Ruby-crowned 
Kinglet played a frantic game of hard-to-see in some Spruce trees beside the path. We 
heard the beautiful song only once in its entirety. There were no blackflies at all. We 
parted company at the church in Goodwood well-satisfied with the outing. Not as 
productive as it has been, but never more satisfying. Total species came to thirty-eight. 

Fred Dobson 

May 21 - Hfx. County - Warbler Walk - no report 

May 24 - Hants Co. Day 

The total number of birds seen on this field trip - 47- was a clear indication that 
spring was wet, cold and the birds were late arriving. (This is the fewest number of 
birds seen on a Hants County field trip in 20 years!). 

Water levels on rivers, ponds and lakes were high, the wooded areas and fields 
were sodden. Heavy jackets, rubber boots and gloves were necessary. The Elliot Road 
was particularly bad- muddy ruts, trees and limbs littering the roads, the beautiful 
cleared area at a favorite birding stop was now being used as a dumping site. Most 
areas usually rewarding for bird sightings were disappointing. 
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On a positive note- a Rose-breasted Grosbeak was seen at a feeder as was a 
Hummingbird, Evening Grosbeaks, Pine Siskins and Finches. Several Parula Warblers were 
sighted. No hawks, no flycathers, no Bobolinks. 

Of the 12 birders, two were from Sydney and left happy to have added two birds 
to their life list, so it was a worthwhile day after all. 

Margaret A. Clark 

May 25 - Shubenacadie Area 

In spite of the rather late bird migration this year, on the Shubenacadle field trip, 
May 25, 66 species were identified. Our first visit to the farm of Herman and Rikki 
Jurerlink, yielded three different swallow species- Tree, Barn and a marvellous 
congregation of 40+ Cliff Swallows building their jug-shaped nests on a barn. Before we 
left, a pair of Merlin disposed of a luckless Robin. 

On the cemetery hill we viewed and heard Black Ducks, Canada Geese, Mallards, 
Red-wings, Swamp Si:, ,rrows, Bobolinks, a Sora Rall, Grackles and Crows among others. 

During the day only 13 warblers were seen; but we heard the first two Least 
Flycatchers we had encountered this season. Woodpeckers, although fairly plentiful in 
the area, did not put In many appearances. We saw several Downys and Flickers. 

From Reen's Lincoln's Sparrow to our final Grosbeak, the sightings were Interesting. 
We even found a Greater Scaup among a group of Ring-necked Ducks (on a pond, of all 
places) and a Great Cormorant In the river. One Bald Eagle put In an appearance. 

The small woods birds were well represented: Ruby-crowns, Golden-crowned 
Kinglets, Red-breasted Nuthatch, Boreal and Black-capped Chichadees, Slsklns, a Winter 
Wren, Solitary Viteos, Juncos, White-throated Sparrows. 

Our group of ten birders dispersed when it started to rain in the early afternoon. 

Roslyn MacPhee 

Last winter was a good Orie for SHORT-EARED OWLS 
like this one looking for voles on a beach on ' 
Caribou Is., Pie. Co., Last Feb. 24. 

--Photo by Ken McKenna. 
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I sometimes think that the plumage of the female 
N. PINTAIL, with its Intricate patterning, outclasses 
that of the male. This one was easily photographed by 
me at Sullivan's Pond last winter. Ian McLaren 

SEPTEMBER MEETING 

The September meeting will be on SEPTEMBER 19TH in Pictou co. 

The meeting will start at 8:00 p.m. at St. Gregory's Church Hall, New Glasgow (Basement of 
Church). 

The Speaker will be Richard Murphy, 

Who will lecture on Pictou County Birding with emphasis on nesting raptors. 

FIELD TRIP/SARE ORGANIZED FOR SATURDAY. 

To find St. Gregory's Church in New Glasgow, take exit 25 from the Trans-Canada and follow 

the hospital signs. The church is just before the hospital. 

Please check the Bird Lane for any up-date or change to the above, 

(There will be no September meeting at the Nova Scotia Museum. Next meeting will 
be the Annual General Meeting on October 23 (Fourth, Not last Thursday). 
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